
“Worship – Reflecting the Original” 

• The Levites were the “appointed and consecrated” 
worshippers of the O.T. I Chronicles 15:16 

•
16 David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their fellow Levites 
as musicians to make a joyful sound with musical instruments: lyres, 
harps and cymbals


• Revelation 1:5-6 explains that through the blood of Jesus 
Christ, we all are “priests” before the Lord! 

5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God 
and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen


I. The Levites were the “appointed and consecrated” keepers 
of the Tabernacle and worship under the Old Covenant!   
IChron. 25:1, 6-7 

               
 David, together with the commanders of the army, set apart some of 
the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun for the ministry of 
prophesying, accompanied by harps, lyres and cymbals. Here is the 
list of the men who performed this service:6 All these men were 
under the supervision of their father for the music of the temple of 
the Lord, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the ministry at the house 
of God.

Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman were under the supervision of the king. 
7 Along with their relatives—all of them trained and skilled in music 
for the Lord—they numbered 288.


            

A. True worship must come out of purity and holiness 
of life! (I Chron. 22:6-10) 



                  6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a 
house for the Lord, the God of Israel. 7 David said to Solomon: “My son, I 
had it in my heart to build a house for the Name of the Lord my God. 8 But 
this word of the Lord came to me: ‘You have shed much blood and have 
fought many wars. You are not to build a house for my Name, because you 
have shed much blood on the earth in my sight. 9 But you will have a son 
who will be a man of peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his 
enemies on every side. His name will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel 
peace and quiet during his reign. 10 He is the one who will build a house for 
my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’ 

1. We are called to walk in this. James 4:7-10 

                                   7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to 
you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and 
your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up. 

2. We are called to come near! Heb. 10:19-22 

                                   19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to 
God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water. 

B. The Levites were “set apart” for worship!                 
IChron. 23:1-5 

 When David was old and full of years, he made his son Solomon king over 
Israel. 
2 He also gathered together all the leaders of Israel, as well as the 
priests and Levites. 3 The Levites thirty years old or more were 
counted, and the total number of men was thirty-eight thousand. 



4 David said, “Of these, twenty-four thousand are to be in charge of 
the work of the temple of the Lord and six thousand are to be 
officials and judges. 5 Four thousand are to be gatekeepers and four 
thousand are to praise the Lord with the musical instruments I have 
provided for that purpose.”


1. 24,000 – looked after the work of the House 
of the Lord – service 

2. 6,000 – Officers and judges – order 
3. 4,000 – Gatekeepers – vision 
4. 4,000 – Musicians 
5. 38,000 people carried out the ministry of 

worship in Israel! Awesome 

C. The Levites were in constant preparation for the 
ministry of worship! I Chron. 25:6 

                       6 All these men were under the supervision of their father for 
the music of the temple of the Lord, with cymbals, lyres and harps, for the 
ministry at the house of God. 

1. Constant cleansing 
2. Constant training / instruction 
3. Totally set apart for this! 

II. How to “handle” God’s presence! The story of Uzzah.     
IChron. 13:3, 7-10 

              3 Let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we did 
not inquire of it during the reign of Saul.”7 They moved the ark of 
God from Abinadab’s house on a new cart, with Uzzah and Ahio guiding it. 
8 David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might before 
God, with songs and with harps, lyres, timbrels, cymbals and trumpets. 
9 When they came to the threshing floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached 
out his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. 10 The 
Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down 
because he had put his hand on the ark. So he died there before 
God.




               

A. Why did Uzzah die? 

1. David was even puzzled. (11-13) 
2. But yet the Ark of God brought the blessings 

of God! (14) 

B. How did Israel “handle God’s presence?” 

1. Put it on a cart. (verse 7) 
2. Handled it with ceremonially unclean hands! 

(verse 9) 

C. How did God tell them to handle His presence! 

1. First, it was a place of His presence!    
Exodus 25:22;  Numb. 7:89 

                                  22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim 
that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you 
all my commands for the Israelites. 
89 When Moses entered the tent of meeting to speak with the Lord, 
he heard the voice speaking to him from between the two cherubim 
above the atonement cover on the ark of the covenant law. In this 
way the Lord spoke to him.


2. God’s presence is REAL! 
3. God had given “specific instructions” 

concerning the honor, respect and fear for His 
presence. Ex. 25:13-15 

                                  13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them 
with gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 
15 The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be 
removed. 



4. Anything “unholy” can not come in contact 
with anything “holy”. Numb. 4:15 

                                  15 “After Aaron and his sons have finished covering 
the holy furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is ready to 
move, only then are the Kohathites to come and do the carrying. But they 
must not touch the holy things or they will die. The Kohathites are to carry 
those things that are in the tent of meeting. 

D. The second time David got it right.                           
IChron. 15:1-3 

                       15 After David had constructed buildings for himself in the 
City of David, he prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for 
it. 2 Then David said, “No one but the Levites may carry the ark of God, 
because the Lord chose them to carry the ark of the Lord and to minister 
before him forever.” 
3 David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the 
Lord to the place he had prepared for it.


• A walk through the principles of the Tabernacle will 
prepare us for the presence of God! Heb. 9:1-5 

 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an 
earthly sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was set up. In its first room were 
the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was 
called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room 
called the Most Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense 
and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the 
gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the stone 
tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the 
Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss 
these things in detail now. 


