
“The Merchant and the Pearls” 
Matt. 13:45-46 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 
     who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had 

and bought it.” 

• Traditional interpretation of this parable is that we are a merchant seeking out 
a pearl, our salvation. 

• With further study and consideration we began to see that Jesus is the 
merchant and we are the pearl he purchases. 

I. The heart of this parable seems to be the “value” of the pearl! 

A. A balanced life is realized when you recognize and accept the “value” 
God has placed on you!! 

1. God seeks you…not you seeking God! (Romans 3:11) 
11  There is none who understands; There is none who seeks 
after God. 

2. Jesus came to seek and save! (Luke 19:10) 
10  "for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 
which was lost." 

3. We are chosen! (John 15:16) 
16  "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed 
you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name 
He may give you. 

4. Jesus “sold all He had” for us! (Eph. 5:25) 
25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her, 

B. The word for merchant means, “one who goes on a journey to import 
goods.” (Phil. 2:5-8) 
5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
6  who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, 
7  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

1. Further definitions of this merchant is a “connoisseur” or one 
who knew ALL about pearls. 



2. One who has discernment and knowledge of their real value! 
3. One who assesses value and never regrets His purchase! 

C. The Greek word for “seeking” in verse 45 literally means “to go away, 
depart from and an actual arrival at another place.”  
(Acts 2:22-23) 
22  "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested 
by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through 
Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know; 
23  "Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and 
foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have 
crucified, and put to death; 

1. You MUST be valuable to the Lord!! 
2. He does desire you…even though He knows EVERYTHING 

about you! (Psalms 45:11)  
11  So the King will greatly desire your beauty; Because He 
is your Lord, worship Him. 

3. AMP – “So will the King desire your beauty; for He is your 
Lord; be submissive and reverence and honor Him.” 

II. The Pearl 

A. Pearls were never considered precious by the Jews and never 
mentioned in the O.T. 

1. From history we know that the only real use of pearls were 
for the adornment of kings. 

2. So it is with us…we are the adornment of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords! 

3. This parable must have really surprised the disciples! 
4. Not only were pearls of little value, but people seemed to be 

as well! 

B. Pearls are the only “precious stone” that are a product of a living 
organism. 

1. It’s produced as a result of an injury. 
2. So are we (Is. 53:5) 

5  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 



Romans 5:17-19 

17  For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the 
one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, 
Jesus Christ.) 
18  Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came 
to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in 
justification of life. 
19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made 
sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made 
righteous. 

3. Not only did Jesus die for us, but for 33 yrs. He “lived” for 
us! 

4. Generally the oyster lies at the bottom while the pearl is 
produced! 

5. We too were at the bottom! (Eph. 2:11-13) 
11  Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh; 
who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the 
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands; 
12  that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 
13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

C. See yourself as God sees you! Someone with great worth and value! 

                       1. In Matthew 13:45-46 the word “pearl” is used twice. 
  
                        2. These two words for pearl are actually two different greek words  
     and meanings! 

                        3. The first word for “pearl” means, “fine pearls”, “goodly pearls” and 
     “beautiful pearls”. 

                        4. The second greek word for pearl means, “a pearl of great value” and 
     “ a pearl of great price”. 



                        5. It seems the Holy Spirit inspired this to emphasize just how the Lord  
 sees us!!! 

               Isaiah 49:15-16 
   15  “Can a woman forget her nursing child, 
   And not have compassion on the son of her womb? 
   Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you. 
   16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;


