
 

 

The Body of Christ: 
Biblical Christianity verses Cultural Christianity 

 
* Since we have existed in a “Christian influenced society” or have grown 
   up in a “Christian home” …do we really have an accurate view of what 
   being a Christian is really about? 
 
* Do we embrace Christianity as a way of life or have we embraced the  
   Person of Jesus Christ? 
 
* Are we “cultural Christians” or are we “biblical Christians?” 
 
Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 
20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 
 
* I know of no other verse in all of scripture that Christians understand less! 
 
 
I.  I believe that part of the reason the world does not respond to our 
       message comes from the fact that our message and our lives are  
       contrary to one another! 
 
       A. If we read the message of the Gospel “again for the first time”  
           and if we look at the life of a disciple of Christ in scripture, it is hard 
           to recognize any vestige of biblical Christianity in our lives! 
 
           1. Millions of people have been taught to come to Christ and that  
               it will “cost you nothing!” 
           2. They are taught that “salvation is free!” 
           3. This is contrary to EVERYTHING we read in scripture and  
               understand from the teachings of Jesus!! 
           4. Paul even told the Church in Galatia that coming to Christ  
               will cost you everything…your very life! Crucified with Christ! 
           5. Is your faith simply about “asking Jesus into your heart?” 
           6. Is it simply about “responding to Gospel of Jesus in baptism?” 
 
Luke 14:25-33 (NIV) 
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And 
whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 



 

 

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate 
the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the 
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, 
‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 
against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while 
the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, 
those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
 
         B.  Have we made following Jesus simply a part of certain  
              cultural norms? Have we “westernized our faith” to the point 
              that it is unrecognizable compared to the message of the Gospel? 
 
              1. Please understand, the point is NOT simply making things 
                  hard and difficult for the sake of hard and difficult! 
              2. Hardship is NOT equated to Godliness!  
              3. But we should understand that following Jesus means we  
                  live life from the standards of the Kingdom of God! 
 
John 17:14-16 (NIV) 
14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of it. 
 
              4. Jesus says several times that following Him was  
                  “other worldly”!!! 
              5. The world and its behavior is not my standard! 
 
 
II. It seems we have lost the very ESSENCE of what being a Christian 
    is really all about! 
 
    A. Being a Christian is complete and total surrender of our own lives 
        and desires and committing to a higher purpose in life…bringing 
        glory to God.  
 
        1. This is the meaning of being an “Ambassador for Christ!” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) 
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 



 

 

         2. By allowing God to “live through us” as Paul mention in Galatians 
             we are expressing Him to our world!! 
         3. Notice the context in which this statement is made! 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (NIV) 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 
 
         4. Shame on us if we actually have to TELL people we are Christians! 
 
    B. There is ABSOLUTELY A COST to following Christ! It will cost you! 
 
Mark 8:34-37 (NIV) 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For 
whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for 
the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
 
            1. It may cost you some security. 
            2. It may cost you your community reputation. 
            3. It could affect you socially, financially and in some places 
                it can cost you physically. 
 
       C. Please don’t hear this message as, “If you are not miserable, you  
            are not a Christian and you are not pleasing God!” 
 
            1. This is NOT the message. 
            2. The message is: be like Jesus, live His standards and know that 
                life around you will “push back!” 
            3. Jesus says it this way in the Gospels. 
 
John 18:36 (NIV) 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
 
            4. We are a part of “another Kingdom.” 
            5. BUT, do we “fight” as though this worlds kingdom is of utmost 
                importance? 



 

 

            6. You define that for yourself however it applies to you! 
 
       D. We MUST accept that the world is going to push back against 
            Christian standards of behavior, it may ostracize me for my faith or  
            tell me that my faith is personal and leave it at church! 
 
            1. If your faith can be “left at church” it is not real! 
            2. If your faith is not the guiding force of your life, it is not real! 
            3. If your Christian faith doesn’t “stand out...check it out!! 
           John 15:18-20 (NIV) 
 
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the 
world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told 
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 
 
III. Our big challenge in our American context has been that since the  
     founding of our nation, my Christian standards and the morality of 
     the average person is very similar! 
 
     A. This has caused Christians to become “luke warm” with absolutely 
         no challenges to our Christian faith. 
 
         1. We have begun to equate the Christian faith with morality! 
         2. We compare the Christian faith to societal standards! 
         3. We start to believe that if I can get certain standards of behavior 
             accepted and mandated, we have accomplished our goal! 
 
     B. Let’s not forget, the actual goal is being a CHILD OF GOD! 
 
          1. “Being imitators of God like little children” is the goal, not  
              good morals! 
          2. A benevolent society where everyone gets along is not the  
              standard! 
          3. “Giving peace a chance” is not the standard! 
          4. Creating a “Christian nation” is not the standard! 
          5. Please know that “redeemed souls” is the standard! 
          6. Redeemed souls being “like Jesus” is the standard! 
          7. EVERYTHING else falls into place automatically as we live  
              out our salvation! 
 
      C. May we begin to see this “great salvation” for what it really is! 
 



 

 

           1. See your redemption as “other worldly”...because it is. 
           2. Jesus said, “You are in the world but not of it!” 
           3. Determine to concentrate on being like Jesus! Loving like Jesus! 
           4. THEN, maybe your message will be heard! 
                 
Romans 8:18-24 (NLT) 
What we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 19 For all 
creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children 
really are. 20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager 
hope, 21 the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious 
freedom from death and decay. 22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as 
in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 And we believers also groan, 
even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long 
for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for 
the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new 
bodies he has promised us. 24 We were given this hope when we were saved. 
              
 


