
Our Union With Christ  

* Do we concentrate more on our “destination” or upon the “journey of becoming”?  

* Do we consider only the “sweet by and by” or do we also consider the “sour here and   
 now”?  

I. I believe that our successful walk with The Lord depends upon the recognition of “who 
we are in Him”!  

 A. Have we merely said “yes” to Jesus and “tied a knot in the road” and are now  
      hanging on for dear life?  

   1. If so, my ability to “hang on” determines my success or failure as a  
  christian.  

   2. I will then feel “I am not worthy” of His acceptance!  

   3. One day He may realize that I’m not worthy and let go of His end!  

 B. OR have I become identified with Him through RE-birth?  

   1. I was born a Hayes! I can’t do anything to become more or less a  
     Hayes!  

   2. I look and act like a Hayes because that’s my DNA!  

 C. The same is true spiritually! I am born a child of God!  

   1. His DNA should be reflected in how I look and act!  

   2. I should reflect His character and have His fruit of the Spirit in my  
      life!  

 D. So, why do I not reflect Him all the time? Remember that question........  

II. What does the scripture say about us? How are we identified as followers of Christ?        
 How are we described?  

 A. 1 Corinthians 1:1-2New King James Version (NKJV)  

  1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 
  Sosthenes our brother, 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to  



  those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in 
  every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

   1. We are sanctified or set apart!  

   2. We are called saints!  

   3. In both cases the words mean “to be identified with Him”!  

    a)  Romans 1- “to all who are called saints”.  

    b)  II Corinthians 1- “with all the saints”.  

    c)  Ephesians 1- “to all the saints”.  

    d)  Philippians 1- “to the saints”.  

    e)  Colossians 1- “to all the saints”.  

    f)  Jude - “to those called, sanctified and presented”.  

 B. Ephesians 1:1-6New King James Version (NKJV)  

  1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
  To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 
  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  Redemption in Christ 
  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has  
  blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4  
  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we  
  should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having   
  predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according  
  to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by 
  which He made us accepted in the Beloved.  

   1. Because of this identity with Christ we are: blessed with every spiritual  
     blessing.  

   2. We are: chosen in Him.  



   3. We are: to be holy and blameless.  

   4. We are: adopted as sons and daughters of God.  

   5. We are: the object of His pleasure and will.  

   6. We are: accepted!!  

 C. Some people live as though they have simply “made a choice” to be a   
      christian! It changes everything when you realize we have been identified  
      with Him!  

   1. I have been reborn as His child!  

   2. I have His DNA!  

   3. I am like Him! ( Remember Satan’s temptation to Eve was implying  
     she had to eat the forbidden fruit to be like God!)  

III. You may say, “Yeah, but I sure don't always act like it”!  

 A. Let’s settle the fact that the scripture calls us saints! We are identified with  
     Him!  

   1. God also understands our sin nature! See Romans 7!  

   2. Even so, He still calls us saints!  

   3.Why??? Because I didn't become a saint based on my works so  
    neither can I be stripped of sainthood based on my behavior! I became  
    identified with Him based on the work of Jesus Christ and His grace!  

  4. 1 John 1:9New King James Version (NKJV)  

   If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  
   and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.  

 B. 2 Corinthians 3:18 
  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the  
  Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just  
  as by the Spirit of the Lord.  



   1. This year during the Super Bowl a 30 second ad will cost up to $5.7  
     million!!  

   2. Why would any company pay that much for 30 seconds of your time?  

   3. Because you are created in such a way that you “become what you  
     behold”!  

   4. If you behold Him, you become more like Him!  

 C. So, what is the ultimate goal of salvation?  

   1. Reflecting who we are in Christ!  

   2. Our salvation, identification and sanctification is the process that  
      leads us into the final end of God’s purpose for us!  

   3. Colossians 1:10-18  
 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful  
 in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11   
 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all   
 patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who  
 has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.  
 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into  
 the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption  
 through His blood,[a] the forgiveness of sins. 
 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16  
 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on  
 earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities  
 or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is  
 before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the  
 firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  

  4. HE IS THE ULTIMATE GOAL!  


