
Magnolia Mid-Week Memo   
November 13, 2019 

Bundle of Blessings - Saturday, November 16 - NEED WORKERS TODAY to meet at 4:30 pm to bundle diapers.   
 
Magnolia Classics -Tomorrow, November 14, the Classics will meet at the home of Joe and Rita VanDyke at 
1:00 p.m. for dessert and coffee (or tea) and spend time together.  Please RSVP, and let Rita know if you can 
bring a dessert.  For sure bring your pre-holiday cheer!  We look forward to seeing you at the VanDyke’s. 

Gift cards for Slade and Kylie - Sunday, November 17, will be the last day to bring gift cards for newlyweds, 
Slade and Kylie Sartain.  They have selected Target, Kohl’s, Walmart, VISA, and Amazon. Cards will enable 
them to purchase what the need, rather than shipping gifts to them. You may leave your cards in the office or 
give to Lynda Thorne.  Please see Lynda  for more details.  

Food Committees 2020 - The schedule to prepare meals for our church family, when there is an illness or 
death, will be organized during the next two weeks.  We need five to ten more volunteers to complete the 
schedule for next year.  Men or women - anyone who can cook or pick up food from a store or restaurant is 
needed.  After the schedule is complete, everyone on the list will be given a copy of the schedule.  Anyone 
wishing to be added to the schedule contact Rita VanDyke.  Thank you in advance for volunteering to serve in 
this ministry. 
 
Room in the Inn - begins tonight.  Magnolia will host the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month - a great 
opportunity to volunteer!  The sign-up sheet is in the hallway on the bulletin board.   

Servant Leaders - please communicate with the Shepherds your proposed budget needs for your area of  
ministry for 2020.  

Room at the Table - Thursday, November 21 
Thanksgiving holiday hours - Magnolia office will be closed Wednesday, November 27 - Friday, November 29. 
Swinging River Jazz Band and Shoals Community Band Christmas Concert - Sunday, December 1, 3:00 p.m. 
Magnolia Christmas - Sunday, December 8 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Walt Aldridge  - pray for continued improvement 
Mrs. Wilton Brown (friend of Billy Ray and Neta    
     Moore) 
Ann Bowen - former member 
Gregg & Linda Champion 
Walt Daniel (brother-in-law of Pat Warren & Euna  
Hudson) 
Laura Dowdy 
Lynn Dowdy 
Linda and Travis Elliot (friends of Johnny & 
     Peggy Faulkner) 
Mary Lynn Freeman - fractured rib 
 

Allyson Hanson (Davis & Linda Hughey’s daughter) 
JoAnne Kimbrell  
Susan Looney - home improving 
Hugh McHenry - surgery November 18 

Carolyn Peden (friend of Andrea Gray) 
Barbara Phillips  
Gregg Scott (co-worker of Andrea Gray) 
Gary Shannon 
Monty & Shelia Shelton (friends of Jim Champion) 
Dr. John Sherrod (nephew of Pat Warren & Euna  
Hudson) 
Beverly Watson - former member 
Ragan Wilson (Fred & Bonnie Starkey’s granddaughter) 
 



THANKSGIVING DAY - UNIQUELY AMERICAN 

Only a few countries in the world set aside a day of national thanks-giving, according to Nadine Kirkpatrick, a writer-journalist and 
a senior fellow of the Hudson Institute.  Most of those countries trace their holiday’s origin back to a more primitive time when life 
beat to the rhythm of the agricultural cycle. 

In contrast, the American Thanksgiving is far more than an update of an ancient harvest festival.  Our big day has grown up with 
our country.  It reflects our national identity as a grateful, generous and inclusive people.  It became a national holiday when Sarah 
Josepha Hale, a 19th century magazine editor, led a successful nationwide campaign.  President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a bill 
into law on November 26, 1941, officially making the fourth Thursday in November America’s day of Thanksgiving.  It was a proud 
moment in our country’s history when this happened. 

For the Christian, every day of every year is a day of thanksgiving, but it’s wonderful to be part of a broader culture that encourages 
its citizenry to celebrate a designated day with hearts full of deep, sincere gratitude. 

1 TABLE OF FLORENCE 

Speaking of Thanksgiving, we’re sure you read about - perhaps you even participated in - the third annual “1 Table of Florence” 
event.  Scheduled to be one long table on Mobile Plaza in downtown Florence stretching from Seminary Street to Court Street, the 
threat of rain caused the organizers to move it to the Fellowship Hall at First United Methodist Church.  According to the newspa-
per account, approximately 900 people enjoyed a Thanksgiving lunch free of charge. 

What a wonderful commentary on our great city!  Florence and the Shoals are known for being generous and hospitable.  This 
event illustrates those traits in an up-close, personal way.  No doubt, friendships were formed and appreciative words were ex-
changed because sitting at a common table and sharing a meal has a way of making such things happen. 

Kudos to the organizers, to the caterer and to the untold numbers of volunteers who made this event happen.  It speaks volumes 
regarding the true heart of Florence. 

AUTUMN AT MAGNOLIA 

As we entered the church building the past few Sunday mornings, we were greeted by touches of autumn in the foyer and in 
the worship center.  Autumn products from vegetable gardens were - and are - artistically displayed at various points in the 
foyer, and a bounteous arrangement of fall foliages graced the stage in front of the pulpit.  All of it together reminds us that we 
are very fortunate to live in a part of the world where we can enjoy all seasons of the year and that Magnolia is blessed with 
talented, artistic folks who can create such eyecatching displays. 

Our Family... 

by Billy Ray Warren 

NURSERY SCHEDULE -  
November 17 Linda Greenhill & Glenda Ezell 
November 24 Cindy Hackworth & Holly Phillips  

November Food Committee  
Leader – Lynda Thorne  
Clara Shannon, Sharlie Behel, Rita VanDyke,  
Susan Looney, Cindy Bratcher 


