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* There is a paradox concerning The Kingdom of God!  
* It is a “Now / Not Yet” reality! 
 
1. Jesus said to “Seek the Kingdom”. 
 
      Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 
 
2. He said the “Kingdom has been advancing”! 
 
    Matthew 11:12 International Children’s Bible (ICB) 
12 Since the time John the Baptist came until now, the kingdom of heaven 
has been going forward in strength. People using force have been trying to 
take the kingdom. 
 
3. He said, “The Kingdom is here….” 
 
    Luke 17:20-21 (NIV) 
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not 
something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” 
 
4. Jesus said that we are “birthed” into the Kingdom of God! 
 
     John 3:5-7 (NIV) 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at 
my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
5. He said God’s Kingdom is “other worldly”! 
 
    John 18:36 New International Version (NIV) 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is 
from another place.” 
 
6. He says all of this and yet He said to pray for The Kingdom to come! 
 
    Matthew 6:10 (NIV)  
10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
* It is important to note that the very same Greek word is used in every 

one of these scripture references!  
* The word is basileian; which means, kingdom, sovereignty and royal 

power! 
* So, we must realize and accept that God’s sovereignty and royal 

power are here but not fully manifested! We are to work and pray for it! 
 
I. You and I are “Ambassadors for Christ” sent by the Kingdom of God 
      into the Kingdom of the world!!!!!! 
 
      2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (NIV) 
 
19 God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God. 
 
       A. We are SENT! Go and tell! 
 
            1. We, in the Church, spend more time discussing and debating 
                what we can and can’t do……………rather than going! 
            2. We are told to “pray for laborers” to go into the world”!! 
 
            Luke 10:1-2  (NIV) 
 



 

 

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He 
told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord 
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
 
             3. Then, we are told to become the answer to our prayers! 
 
                 Luke 10:3  (NIV) 
 
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 
 
             4. We are then reminded to not lose our focus! Redemption! 
 
                 Luke 10:17-20 (NIV) 
 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.”  18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 
scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm 
you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
              5. Then, Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan. Let’s 
                  determine to be the Good Samaritan!  
 
                  Luke 10:36-37  (NIV) 
 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?”  37 The expert in the law replied, “The one 
who had mercy on him.”  Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
       B. Jesus speaks of a different kind of Kingdom than many understand! 
 
            1. The Jews expected a visible Kingdom! 
 
                a) Food in every kitchen 
                b) Full employment and prosperity 
                c) A strong military to deter invaders 
                d) A first-class nation 



 

 

 
            2. Jesus announced a different Kingdom! 
 
                a) One where you deny yourself 
                b) Take up your cross and be willing to die 
                c) Renounce the influence of wealth and position 
                d) He even said to love your enemy 
 
            3. Scholars believe that the first century Jews had no concept 
                of a “suffering messiah”, even though it was part of scripture! 
 
        C. Although Jesus rebuked the religious system of the day………. 
 
             1. He treated the religious leader Nicodemus with respect! 
             2. Even though He spoke of the damages of money and violence. 
             3. He showed love and compassion toward the Rich Young Ruler 
                 and the Roman Centurion! 
             4. In short, Jesus honored the dignity of people whether He 
                 agreed with them or not!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
II. We should be convicted by this quality of Jesus! 
 
     A. In today’s environment we seem to be more involved in the politics 
          of issues and the polarization lines that create “enemies”!! 
 
          1. At times it is hard to remember that the Kingdom of God calls 
              to an “influence” that is not part of this world! 
          2. Yes, it obviously affects this world, but the power to change  
              society IS NOT OF THIS WORLD! 
          3. A political movement by nature draws lines and reveals clear 
              distinctions of ideas! That’s all well and good! Have conversations 
              and debate ideas………. 
          4. But never forget…. Jesus and His power, love and acceptance 
              transcends all of this!!!!! Loving those who vehemently disagree 
              with you takes God’s grace…….and not excuses!!!! 
          5. Phillip Yancey says, “From Jesus I learn that, whatever activism I  
              get involved in, it must not drive out love and humility, or  
              otherwise I betray the Kingdom of Heaven”! 
 



 

 

      B. Throughout history, Christians have miserably failed at  
           understanding the Kingdom of God! Yes, we have at times used 
this  
           “Christian label” to do evil. The truth is, some genuine Christians 
           simply do not understand the ways of Christ! 
 
           1. The Crusaders of the middle east spread death and destruction 
               in the name of the Christian Faith! 
           2. The Conquistadors converted the New World at the edge of  
               the sword! 
           3. Christian explorers on the continent of Africa cooperated with  
               the slave trade! 
           4. In short, the Church of Jesus Christ, has used the “tools of the 
               world’s kingdom” throughout history! 
 
       C. It is very interesting how Jesus describes the Kingdom of God 
           and its influence in the world!! 
 
           Matthew 13:10-11 (NIV) 
 
10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why do you speak to the 
people in parables?”  11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 
 
            1. He goes on to say……it’s like seed sown on the ground. 
            2. Seeds sown in a field full of weeds. 
            3. The Kingdom is like a tiny mustard seed. 
            4. Like leaven in bread. 
            5. It’s like a hidden treasure. 
            6. Like a merchant seeking pearls. 
            7. Like a drag net broadly gathering fish. 
            8. Jesus’ examples seem to reveal that the force behind the  
                Kingdom is one that works secretly to bring about change! 
 
 
III. I’m deeply concerned that the Church of Jesus Christ has become 
    so distracted from the Kingdom of God!!!! 
 
    A. Around the world, and throughout history, the church has become  



 

 

         distracted from where our influence comes!!! It comes from Heaven 
         not from the “kingdoms of this world”!!!!! 
 
         1. In 313 Constantine declared Christianity a government protected  
             and sanctioned religion. The Church’s influence diminished! 
         2. Today U.S. Christians have become so focused on government  
             and politics that our gospel message has become weakened!! 
         3. Passing laws to enforce morality has an important function, but it  
             cannot solve human problems of the heart! Only redemption can!! 
         4. To quote Phillip Yancey again, “Jesus did not say, ‘All men will 
             know you are My disciples...if you pass laws, suppress   
             immorality, prohibit sin, and restore decency to family and   
     government!  Rather, He said, if you have love one for another!’ “ 
 
     B. God used to work through “visible kingdoms”. He worked through  
          Israel! Not so today! He works through His invisible kingdom with 
          His Son as King! 
 
          1. The parables of Jesus can be seen in the context of Him  
              correcting such notions! 
          2. Jesus put down such “nationalistic notions” in the fact that God 
              works through the authority of His Son and His Kingdom. 
          3. This transcends people and nations! This transcends elected  
              officials! This transcends political platforms!  
          4. The politics of Rome was basically irrelevant to Jesus! 
 
     C. In Matthew 16 Jesus told Peter, “The gates of hell would not  
          prevail against the advancement of His Church!” 
 
          1. I see little that the contemporary political or national scene 
              can do to threaten the Church of Jesus Christ or the Kingdom 
              of God!! 
          2. Let’s not be like the disciples and think that Jesus has come to  
              set up some “visible kingdom” and make everything right  
              according to our standards!  
           
3. Rather, He came to set up an invisible kingdom to represent Himself 
    in the earth so that the Good News can be realized!! 
 



 

 

    Romans 8:22-24  (NIV) 
 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope 
we were saved.      
 
 
     


