
Feast of Tabernacles 
Leviticus 23:33-34, 39-43 

33 The Lord said to Moses, 34 “Say to the Israelites: ‘On the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month the Lord’s Festival of Tabernacles begins, 
and it lasts for seven days.39 “‘So beginning with the fifteenth day of 
the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, 
celebrate the festival to the Lord for seven days; the first day is a day 
of sabbath rest, and the eighth day also is a day of sabbath rest. 
40 On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant trees—
from palms, willows and other leafy trees—and rejoice before the 
Lord your God for seven days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the 
Lord for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Live 
in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to 
live in such shelters 43 so your descendants will know that I had the 
Israelites live in temporary shelters when I brought them out of 
Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’” 

• Part of the celebration of this feast was the final gathering of the 
yearly harvest. 

• This was a celebration of Joy and Rest! 

I. Two historical connections and aspects of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

A. Israel wanders in the desert for 40 years – living in 
temporary shelters – because of their disobedience and 
rebellion. (Yet God was still faithful in their care and 
provision)              Deut. 2:7 

           
                                            7 The Lord your God has blessed you in all the 
work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast 
wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you 
have not lacked anything. 

B. It was also to remind the Jews that they were “pilgrims” 
passing through until they reached their “promised land.”                

                                                        



                                                         Hebrews 11:8-10 

                   8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know 
where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a 
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who 
were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

II. Am I too attached to the temporal? 

A. Jesus says the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure hidden 
in a field. (Matt. 13:44) 

                                             44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 
went and sold all he had and bought that field. 

1. He says to use your resources to “buy the field” 
which has the treasure. 

2. OR…use your resources to provide a life which 
includes the Kingdom! 

B. Paul expresses it this way…(Phil. 3:7-10) 

                                         7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider 
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 
9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to 
know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 

1. My achievements are “manure” compared to 
achieving intimacy with the Lord. 

2. Keep the main thing, the main thing! 



C. You can only rest if you are content!                                  
(Phil. 4:11-13) 

                             11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have 
learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be 
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of 
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who 
gives me strength. 

                            (I Timothy 6:6,8 ) 

          6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 8 But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that. 

                   
III. Jesus fulfills the Feast of Tabernacles! 

A. The first pre-view of Jesus fulfilling this “type & shadow” 
was in Matt. 17:1-9. 

                                 17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and 
John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 
his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, 
I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased. Listen to him!”

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. 
“Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except 
Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, 
“Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has 
been raised from the dead.




1. John refers to it again in John 1:14. 

                                          14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

2. Jesus is our REST! 

                                                 Hebrews 4:1 

                                      Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still 
stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 

                                                Matt. 11:28-30 

                            28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

B. There were two rituals observed during the Feast of 
Tabernacles that Jesus spoke directly of. 

C. Pouring of Water 

1. On the last day of the Feast a priest would draw 
water from the Pool of Siloam and pour it into a 
basin at the foot of the altar in the Temple. 

2. This was called Hashanna Rabba – the Day of Great 
Hosanna. Translated it meant “Save 
Now.”       (Psalm 118:25-26) 

                                                                                                                     
Lord, save us! 
    Lord, grant us success! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

    From the house of the Lord we bless you.




3. It was a day when the Jews would pray for the 
coming of Messiah! 

4. In the midst of this joyous celebration, notice what 
Jesus says! John 7:37-39 

                                                    37 On the last and greatest day of the 
festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, 
rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that 
time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

D. Lighting of the Temple 

1. As “pilgrims” would come from all around to 
celebrate in the Temple, they would bring torches. 

2. The entire Temple would be illuminated for miles 
around for all to see the great celebration. 

3. They would celebrate as they read Psalm 27.  

                                                                                                                      
The Lord is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life—

    of whom shall I be afraid?


4. Then Jesus spoke again about this ritual. John 8:12 

                                         12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 


