
                                          CREED
               ( Rediscovering the Foundation of Our Faith )

I Believe in the holy catholic church and  the communion of 
saints…………

* We see from scripture that we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit!
* This is true individually and collectively! 

I. What is the holy catholic church spoken of in the historic writings
      through the years concerning our faith?

      A. The Greek word for catholic is kata holos which simply means
          “everywhere”.

          1. It is found in Acts 9:31:

              31 The church then had peace throughout Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria, and it became stronger as the believers lived in the fear of the 
Lord. And with the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in 
numbers.

         2. This word came to be a reminder of the church’s unity!
         3. Every community of believers across the Roman Empire
             and beyond was bound together by the gospel!
         4. Despite differences in language or ethnic makeup these 
             communities were a part of the church everywhere!
         5. The holy catholic church!

     B. Today “Catholic” has come to mean a particular branch of 
         christianity.

         1. In 1054 the eastern and western church divided.
         2. The western church claimed the name “Catholic”
             and professed to be the “universal” or “real” church!
         3. The eastern church claimed the name “Orthodox”
             which means “right worship” which suggest “we are right”!



II. The sad reality is: Division has always existed in God’s Church!!

    A. Paul hits this divisive thought head on in I Corinthians 12:12-18!

12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one 
whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some 
are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been 
baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.
14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot 
says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not 
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of 
the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of 
the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if 
your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?

18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where 
he wants it.


         1. This is the paradox of unity in diversity!!!

         2. Unity is not sameness! 

         3. Unity is not uniformity!

         4. The unity being required by God can be found in verses 26-27.


             26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is 
honored, all the parts are glad.

27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.


      B. After discussing confusion, division, error and unbelief, notice 
           what Paul says to the Corinthian church!

          1 Corinthians 15:1-11

15 Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the Good News I 
preached to you before. You welcomed it then, and you still stand firm in it. 
2 It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to believe the 
message I told you—unless, of course, you believed something that was 
never true in the first place.

3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been 
passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He 
was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the 



Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. 6 After 
that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he was seen by 
James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as though I had been 
born at the wrong time, I also saw him. 9 For I am the least of all the 
apostles. In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after the way 
I persecuted God’s church.

10 But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special 
favor on me—and not without results. For I have worked harder than any 
of the other apostles; yet it was not I but God who was working through 
me by his grace. 11 So it makes no difference whether I preach or they 
preach, for we all preach the same message you have already believed.


         1. My prayer is that we in the church submit and fulfill Jesus’ 

             prayer in John 17. That we may be one as He and the Father 
             are one!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


         2. I DO NOT have to compromise my convictions to fellowship

             with the greater church of Jesus Christ!

         3. What I DO have to do is hold fellow believers as more important

             than my convictions!

         4. There is much more to say here but that is not the purpose of this

             message!


     C. The word church is used more than 80 times in the New Testament!


          1. It is the word ekklesia which means: called out. 
          2. The Church of Jesus Christ is made up of those who accept

              the call of the Holy Spirit to be joined to God the Father by

              realizing our separation from God and accepting that Jesus 
              as the mediator of God’s new covenant for me!

          3. Those who are called out form the family of God!


              Galatians 6:10


10 Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to 
everyone—especially to those in the family of faith.

             




III. We also see the statement in the Creed that says the………….

     Communion of the saints. 

     A. Communion is the Greek word koinonia that means:   communion,
         sharing and fellowship!

         1. I once heard someone give a definition of the word fellowship.
         2. He said it is: Two fellows in the same ship.
         3. Paul describes it this way in Galatians 6:2.

             2 Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of 
                Christ.

     B. The Church is God’s answer to our of BELONGING.

         1. God created us for community, acceptance, support and love!
         2. We do not have within ourselves everything we need in life!
         3. He left certain things out of me and placed them in you, so that we 
             would need each other! 
         4. This greater Body of Christ is broken down into smaller bodies
             known as a local church. 
         
             Hebrews 10:23-25

23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can 
be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one 
another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.


         5. Please understand that this verse supersedes church attendance!!

         6. It is about being a part of each others lives!!


     C. The wisdom of Solomon says this about this unique relationship!


          Proverbs 27:17

As iron sharpens iron,

    so a friend sharpens a friend.




           1. The question is this: How does iron sharpen iron?

           2. There are two elements in this answer: Friction and Heat!

           3. Don’t be so narrow minded that you do not realize there will

               be friction and heat in any close relationship!

           4. This should never separate us, it should bring us together and 

               produce an even greater value in out relationships!!

           5. I don’t mean to be insensitive and crude………..

               but you don’t just quit your family!!


      D. When Jesus came He did not just call individual disciples. 


           He formed a community, a family, a people placed together!


           This family is supposed to be a foretaste of Heaven!


           A place where people care for each other, encourage one another

           and build one another up!


           It is a community empowered by the Holy Spirit that serves the 

           world around them by expressing the presence of Jesus Christ!


          


 II Corinthians 5:18-20


            18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself 
through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to 
him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer 
counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is 
making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come 
back to God!”

       
             
   


