
“Worship – God Moved First” 

I. We were created out of “desire” and “pleasure”! 
Revelation 4:11 ( NIV ) 

“You are worthy, our Lord and God,

    to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,

    and by your will they were created

    and have their being.”


A. The word “will” is an act based on desire and 
pleasure – EMOTIONAL!  

1. Our very existence brings God pleasure. 
2. We were created for relationship. 
3. Through worship we fulfill both! 

B. Scripture reveals the “longing” of God’s heart.     
I John 3:1-3 (NLT) 

 See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that 
is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that 
we are God’s children because they don’t know him. 2 Dear friends, we are 
already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like 
when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will 
see him as he really is. 3 And all who have this eager expectation will keep 
themselves pure, just as he is pure. 

1. When we respond to Him with the same 
longing, we “purify” ourselves. 

2. Purify means to “make clean” or 
“sanctify”. 

3. We set ourselves apart for Him! 



4. We are His “Bride” – Eph. 5:27 (NLT) 

 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or 
wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 

5. God acted first, our worship is in response 
to His desire and pleasure. I John 4:9-10 
(NLT) 

 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into 
the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love
—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice 
to take away our sins. 

C. God has passion for us! Zeph. 3:17 (The Voice) 

                     The Eternal your God is standing right here among you, 
    and He is the champion who will rescue you.

He will joyfully celebrate over you;

    He will rest in His love for you; He will joyfully sing because of 
you like a new husband.


1. One translation says that God dances and 
spins over us! 

2. Ella’s prayer – God I’ll dance and You can 
dance and we’ll dance together! 

3. This is a picture of true worship – a mutual 
act of passion in Spirit and in Truth! 

II. In Spirit and in Truth. John 4:23 

 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who 
will worship him that way. 



A. Notice that the context of this story is when Jesus 
touched something deep in this Samaritan woman 

                     at Jacob’s well! 

1. This woman recognized that this wasn’t 
“normal”. See said, “I perceive you are 

                                 a prophet.” 
2. The point was worship! verse 20 

 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of 
worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our 
ancestors worshiped?” 

B. Worshiping in Spirit is participating on a spiritual 
level rather than a head or soul level! A Divine 
connection! 

1. We must go “outside the camp” as Moses 
did! Heb. 13:12-14 

 So also Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make his 
people holy by means of his own blood. 13 So let us go out to him, 
outside the camp, and bear the disgrace he bore. 14 For this world is 
not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to 
come 
                                 

2. Outside the ordinary and routine. 
3. When we do, like Mary, we tap into the 

eternal!  Luke 10:42 

 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered 
it, and it will not be taken away from her.” 



C. Worshipping in truth is when we get REAL with 
God! 

1. The word Truth is “alaythia” which means 
“not concealed”! 

2. When we get real (draw near) so will the 
Lord (He will draw near)! 

3. God’s desire to reveal Himself!  

                                 
             D.    True worshippers move in closer! 
                      
                      Romans 16:25 (NIV) 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my 
gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with 
the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 


                       Ephesians 1:9 (NIV)


9 He  made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,


                       Ephesians 5:32 (NIV)


32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church.


                                         

III. Jesus teaches us HOW to move in closer!  



            Matthew 6:9 (NCV) 

9 So when you pray, you should pray like this:

‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name always be kept holy.


A. We are to “hallow” or call Holy the Names of 
God. To the Hebrew, a name described character 
or something about you! 

1. “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all 
flesh. Is there anything too hard for 
Me?” Jeremiah 32:27 

2. “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
Him, the Spirit of Wisdom and 
Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel and 
Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of the 
Fear of the Lord.” 

3.  Isaiah 11:2 

4. “Who is this King of Glory? The Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle.” Psalm 24:8 

5. “Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, and 
He who formed you from the womb; “I am 
the Lord, who makes all things, who 
stretches out the heavens all alone, who 
spreads abroad the earth by Myself.” 
Isaiah 44:24 



6. “Do you know how the clouds are 
balanced, those wondrous works of Him 
who is perfect in knowledge?” Job 37:16


