
“Worship – A Work in Progress” 

I. We must remember that it’s ALL about Him! 
  
             James 4:6,10 (NIV) 

             “God opposes the proud, but shows favor to the humble.”10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

A. God establishes His presence in the midst of our praise and 
worship! Ps. 22:3 

                     Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 
    you are the one Israel praises.


                     Isaiah 57:15 

 For this is what the high and exalted One says—

    he who lives forever, whose name is holy:

“I live in a high and holy place,

    but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit,

to revive the spirit of the lowly

    and to revive the heart of the contrite.


1. Worship is one thing that you CANNOT fake, because it 
only happens with the right motive of the heart – 
HUMILITY! 

2. The Lord responds to our humility!!! 

B. A lifestyle of worship is inviting God into ALL areas of your life!  

                               Proverbs 3:5-10 

                              Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
    and lean not on your own understanding;

6  
in all your ways submit to him,

    and he will make your paths straight.

7  



Do not be wise in your own eyes;

    fear the Lord and shun evil.

8  
This will bring health to your body

    and nourishment to your bones.

9  
Honor the Lord with your wealth,

    with the firstfruits of all your crops;

10  
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,

    and your vats will brim over with new wine.


1. Through a lifestyle of worship, your are acknowledging 
God!  

2. This brings Him near and “on the scene” of our lives. 

II.    The Tabernacle of Moses- A Description of Worship! 

        A. The word Tabernacle means “tent”, “place of dwelling” or 
             “sanctuary”. It was the sacred place where God would 
             meet with His people! 

             Exodus 25:8 (NIV) 
 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.


            1. This Tabernacle was first erected in the wilderness

                exactly one year after the Passover when Israel was

                freed from Egypt’s slavery! ( circa 1,450 B.C.) 


                Exodus 29:45-46 (NIV)


 Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 46 They will know 
that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I 
might dwell among them. I am the Lord their God.


             2. God dwelt among His people and appeared as a 

                 pillar of cloud during the day and pillar of fire

                 at night.

             3. Israel only moved when the cloud or fire moved! 




        B.  The Tabernacle was more than just “a dwelling place”

              of God’s presence, it was a visual aid of their 

              relationship with God! That’s why we can learn from it

              as well!!


              Exodus 25:9  (NIV)

 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will 
show you.


               1. It seems these instructions and restrictions were not

                   meant to be burdensome but rather to show God’s  
                   authority and holiness!

               2. It seems to show that we must approach God on 

                   His terms and according to His standards, not ours!


          C.  We should also remember that the New Covenant

                fulfilled this “pattern” through the life of Christ!


             


                             John 1:14 ( NIV) 


14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.


III.    Reflecting on the parts of the Tabernacle. A Life of Worship!


        A. The Gate.


            1. There was only one gate for people to enter the 

                Tabernacle. It was on the east side and about 30 

                feet wide. It was covered by a curtain of fine linen

                of blue, purple and scarlet. 


                John 10:9 (NIV)

 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in 
and go out, and find pasture.


             2. Jesus also said this about our lives!




                 Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the 
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.


          B. Upon entering the gate, the first furnishing of the 

               Tabernacle was the brazen altar!


               1. This “altar of sacrifice” was considered a “holy place”

                   that vividly showed the effects of sinful fallen man!

               2. After sacrifice was made, it was placed upon the 

                   brazen altar to be burned. A male lamb without 

                   blemish was required. “A perfect sacrifice” if you will!!

          C. Jesus, the Lamb of God, came as the ultimate sacrifice

               for us! He was perfect and sinless, without blemish!!


              Mark 14:24 (NIV)

 “This is my blood of the[ covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said 
to them. 


1 Peter 1:18-19 (NIV) 
 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you 
from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect.


Hebrews 9:13-14 (NIV) 
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those 
who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly 
clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living 
God!


Hebrews 10:10, 14,18 (NIV) 
10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.14 For by one sacrifice he has made 
perfect forever those who are being made holy.18 And where these have 
been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.




2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.


           D. The Laver.


                1. This was a basin of cleansing and washing after 

                    sacrifice was made. 

                2. It stood as a reminder that people must be washed

                    and cleansed from their sin and separation!

                3. The High Priest would cleans himself before entering

                    the place of worship so they could “be pure” in 

                    God’s presence!


                   Hebrews 10:22 (NIV)

 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance 
that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.


Ephesians 5:25-27 (NIV) 
 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with 
water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.


            E. The Lampstand or Menorah.


                 1. After the cleansing of the laver, the priest would 

                     enter “the holy place” of the Tabernacle where the 

                     menorah stood!

                 2. It was made from one piece of hammered gold!

                 3. The lamp stand had a center branch with branches

                     extending from each side for a total of seven (7).

                 4. The priest would keep olive oil in the vessels and 

                     it was continually lite day and nite!




       Leviticus 24:1-3    
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil 
of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning 
continually. 3 Outside the curtain that shields the ark of the covenant 
law in the tent of meeting, Aaron is to tend the lamps before the Lord 
from evening till morning, continually. This is to be a lasting ordinance 
for the generations to come. 

                   5. There is an enormous amount of analogy here 
                       concerning our faith and the life of Christ! 

John 1:9 (NIV) 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.


John 8:12 (NIV) 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.”


John 12:46 (NIV) 
46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me 
should stay in darkness.


               F. The Table of Showbread. 


                   1. This was a small table, about 3 ft. by 2 ft. It stood directly 

                        across from the lamp stand in the holy place.

                   2.  It held twelve (12) loads of bread which represented the 

                        twelve tribes of Israel. 

                   3.  The priest baked the bread and they remained on the table 

                        for a week. Every sabbath the priest would remove it and

                        eat it in the holy place. Then they would replace it with 

                        fresh bread.

                   4.  It was called “the bread of the presence” because it was

                        always in the presence of the Lord!

                   5.  Eating is always an act of fellowship; therefore, it was 

                        a type of fellowship with the Lord!

                   6.  Doesn’t this verse from John’s gospel mean more now:




John 6:35 (NIV) 
 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 


                   7.  This is exactly what is happening each time we have 

                        communion or The Lord’s Supper! We are communing

                        or fellowshipping!


                         Matthew 26:26 (NIV)

 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body.”


              G. The Altar of Incense.


                   1. This altar sat in front of the Holy of Holies.

                   2.  The Lord told the priest to burn incense each morning

                        and evening! 

                   3.  In Exodus 30 God gave specific instructions to make 

                        incense. They were told this recipe was NOT for personal

                        use, but for only the Holy of Holies. 


                   Psalm 141:2 (NIV)

May my prayer be set before you like incense;

    may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.


Revelation 8:3-4 (NIV) 
 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He 
was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on 
the golden altar in front of the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, 
together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the 
angel’s hand.


              H. The Veil.


                   1. This was the large curtain that separated the holy place

                       from the Most Holy Place.

                   2.  It was called “the veil” or “the separator”.  It shielded man 

                        from the presence of God in the Holy of Holies! 

                   




                   3.  This was the veil that was torn from top to bottom

                         at the death of Christ! 

                   4.  This veil was said to measure 60 ft. high, 30 ft. wide

                        and 4 inches thick. 


       Hebrews 9:7 (NIV)

 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, 
and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the 
people had committed in ignorance.


Hebrews 6:19-20 (NIV) 
 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the 
inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has 
entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever.


Hebrews 10:19-22 (NIV) 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have 
a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 
bodies washed with pure water.


Hebrews 9:24 (NIV) 
 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was 
only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us 
in God’s presence.


                  I.  The Ark of the Covenant.


                      Exodus 25:22 (NIV)

There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of 
the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for 
the Israelites.


                       1. On top of the Ark was the Mercy Seat. 

                       2. This is where the priest would sprinkle the blood 

                           of the sacrifice each year during the Day of Atonement.

                       3. This is where the Blood of Christ was sprinkled for us!!




Hebrews 9:11-14(NIV) 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that 
is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 
12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining 
eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so 
that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 
serve the living God!


                          4. Inside was: a jar, a stick and two stones! Manna,  
                              Aaron’s rod and tablets!

                         


                      

                         

                   


                   


