
Why Pray? 

• Matt. 6:7-8, 32 
7  "And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as 
the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard 
for their many words. 
8  "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father 
knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 
32  "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 
1. Prayer is not informing God concerning what He 
doesn’t know! 
2. Prayer isn’t convincing God about something He 
doesn’t want to do! 
3. Prayer is the “appropriation of redemption”! 

I. Man was created to have dominion and rule over the 
earth. (Gen. 1:26-28) 26  Then God said, "Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 
27  So God created man in His own image; in the image 
of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. 
28  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 A. Man had… 



1. Authority to “fill the earth” with lots of “image 
of God” creations! 

2. Authority to rule and subdue creation as an 
extension and representative of God! (Gen. 
2:15) 15  Then the LORD God took the man 
and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it. 

  

B. Delegated authority was lost through disobedience 
and rebellion! (Gen. 2:16-19, 3:6-7, 24) 

 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely 
eat; 
17  "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die." 
18  And the LORD God said, "It is not good that 
man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him." 
19  Out of the ground the LORD God formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to Adam to see what he would call 
them. And whatever Adam called each living 
creature, that was its name. 

6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he 
ate. 



7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

24  So He drove out the man; and He placed 
cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a 
flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the 
way to the tree of life. 

1. We became a slave to Satan! (Romans 6:16)  
16  Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's 
slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading 
to death, or of obedience leading to 
righteousness? 

2. This is where much of the world is today! (II 
Cor. 4:3-4)  
3  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, 
4  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, 
who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine on them. 

C. Jesus, the second Adam, changed it all! (Col. 2:15, I 
John 3:8) 

 15  Having disarmed principalities and powers, He 
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them in it. 

 8  He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has 
sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son 



of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil. 

II. Redemption: The authority to keep your garden! 

A. Before the fall, there was only “one will” on the 
earth. 

1. Prayer is reestablishing that “one will”. (Matt. 
6:10) 

 10  Your kingdom come. Your will be done On 
earth as it is in heaven. 

2. Authority has been restored through 
redemption. (Matt. 16:18-19) 

 18  "And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
19  "And I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

3. Coming into agreement with God…not just 
each other! (Matt. 18:19) 

 19  "Again I say to you that if two of you agree 
on earth concerning anything that they ask, it 
will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 

B. Agreement with God is having the “God kind of 
faith”. (Mark 11:23-24) 

 23  "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and 
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those 



things he says will be done, he will have whatever 
he says. 
24  "Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask 
when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you will have them. 

1. Remember, we are “putting back in place’ the 
ONE will of God; therefore, this can be a 
struggle! (Eph. 6:12) 

 12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in the heavenly places. 

2. Persistence, faithfulness and a lifestyle of 
prayer is what brings the victory. (Matt. 7:7-8) 

 7  "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 
8  "For everyone who asks receives, and he 
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will 
be opened.


