
                                       “ Discovering Emmaus “

                       ( Do I know Jesus or do I merely know of Him?)

* During Paul’s second missionary journey, he and Timothy visited Philippi
   in Greece!
* They established a church there and it began to flourish and as with so 
   many cases, the fallen nature of man sticks up it’s ugly head!
* Around 50 A.D. Paul writes a letter to the Philippian church to encourage
   them concerning real unity and joy in their faith!
* He touches topics such as; stand firm in your faith, be of the same mind,
   always rejoice in the Lord, as you pray let the foundation be thanksgiving,  
   and let the peace of God guard you regardless of how things seem to be!
* In the middle of all this encouragement Paul focuses on this one thing:

   Philippians 3:8-10

8 Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and become 
one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying 
the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way 
of making us right with himself depends on faith. 10 I want to know Christ 
and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to 
suffer with him, sharing in his death,


* Having just celebrated Easter and the suffering, death and resurrection

   of the Lord, the next event we observe in the gospel story has to do

   with a couple of down trodden believers as they are leaving Jerusalem!

* The theme of this story seems to be: While they knew who Jesus was,

   thy didn't truly know Him to the point of recognizing Him!

* I desire for my relationship with Jesus to be like that of John! 

   John 13:23    (Notice The Message Translation)


 One of the disciples, the one Jesus loved dearly, was reclining against 
him, his head on his shoulder. 


* I will spend the rest of my life getting to know the One who loves me so!




I. The events of resurrection day and a particular  journey to Emmaus!


      A. The town of Emmaus was about 7 miles northwest of Jerusalem.


           1. The meaning of the name is “warm springs”.

           2. It would seem logical that Cleopas and his friend were headed

               home after celebrating the Festival of Passover.

           3. This Festival was interrupted and overshadowed by the 

               execution of the would be Jewish Messiah!


      B.  Luke 24:13-27


13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of 
Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along they were 
talking about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and 
discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking 
with them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk 
along?”

They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. 18 Then one of 
them, Cleopas, replied, “You must be the only person in Jerusalem who 
hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened there the last few 
days.”

19 “What things?” Jesus asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. 
“He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty 
teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. 20 But our leading priests 
and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to death, 
and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had 
come to rescue Israel. This all happened three days ago.

22 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb 
early this morning, and they came back with an amazing report. 23 They 
said his body was missing, and they had seen angels who told them Jesus 
is alive! 24 Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his body 
was gone, just as the women had said.”

25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to 
believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26 Wasn’t it clearly 
predicted that the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before 
entering his glory?” 27 Then Jesus took them through the writings of 




Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.


II. The fullness of this awesome relationship/friendship with God involves

    understanding the FOUNDATION of our faith and then moves into the 

    REVELATION of our faith and finally into the EXPERIENCE  of our faith.


    A. The FOUNDATION needs to be understood and secure in that

         understanding!


         1. The intimate relationship with a loving Father was lost because 

             of sin!


             Genesis 3:6-8


6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its 
fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So 
she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their eyes were 
opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed 
fig leaves together to cover themselves.

8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife 
heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord 
God among the trees.


          2. This relationship allowed for fellowship!! This fellowship is the

                longing of Man’s heart and search for significance! Walking with

                God in the “cool of the day”!


                Genesis 3:24


24 After sending them out, the Lord God stationed mighty cherubim to the 
east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed 
back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.


            3. The Lord began to reveal His plan to redeem Man at the very 

                beginning!!


                Genesis 3:15




15  
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman,

    and between your offspring and her offspring.

He will strike your head,

    and you will strike his heel.”


            4. Paul spoke of this in his letter to the Church in Rome!


                Romans 16:20


20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace 
of our Lord Jesus be with you.


            5. This promise was spoken of throughout history and was fulfilled

                in the coming of Jesus!


                Micah 5:2


2  
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,

    are only a small village among all the people of Judah.

Yet a ruler of Israel,

    whose origins are in the distant past, 
    will come from you on my behalf.


            6. This is what was meant in Luke 24:27 when Jesus explained to

                Cleopas and his friend “things in scripture concerning Himself”.


     B. The REVELATION of the things of the Lord and Who He is must

          be realized!


          1 Corinthians 2:4-5


4 And my message and my preaching were very plain. Rather than using 
clever and persuasive speeches, I relied only on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 5 I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom but in the 
power of God.


           1 Corinthians 2:11-12




11 No one can know a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, 
and no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And we 
have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the 
wonderful things God has freely given us.


           1. We are told to love and be devoted to God with all that we are!!


               Matthew 22:37

37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 
your soul, and all your mind.’


            2. The words of the Lord Jesus seem to indicate that my devotion 

                and submission to Christ exist in three levels or parts of me!

            3. I can be devoted to Christ with my head but not my emotions.

                With my heart but not my head. Emotionally but not my heart!


                2 Corinthians 10:4-5


4 We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the 
strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false arguments. 5 We 
destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We 
capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ.


            5. Paul encourages me to submit my all to the Lord!!!


                1 Thessalonians 5:23


23 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes again.


            6.  He also indicates that this is where faith rises up from!


                 Romans 8:16


16 For His Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.


            7. We were created to be spirit led! We are spiritual people! I often 

                 “we are human beings having a spiritual experience, we are 

                  spiritual people having a human experience.”




                 Genesis 3:7


7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame 
at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.


            8. The phrase “eyes were opened” is the Hebrew word AIYEN.

            9. It means to reason or be moved by emotion!

     C. Only as foundation and revelation occur in our lives can a healthy

          EXPERIENCE take place in our lives!


          1. Cleopas and his friend said, “Did not our hearts burn within us?”

          2. Relationship and experience are the point of our faith!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

          3. God has called us FRIEND! He wants to WALK WITH US!

          4. The Lord says things like:


              2 Corinthians 11:2-3


2 For I am jealous for you with the jealousy of God himself. I promised you 
as a pure bride to one husband—Christ. 3 But I fear that somehow your 
pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be corrupted, just as Eve was 
deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent.


              Ephesians 5:32


32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the 
church are one.


              John 17:3


3 And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.


              Isaiah 62:5

5  
Your children will commit themselves to you, 

    just as a young man commits himself to his bride.

Then God will rejoice over you 
    as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride.




Zephaniah 3:17Amplified Bible (AMP) 
17  

“The Lord your God is in your midst,

A Warrior who saves.

He will rejoice over you with joy;

He will be quiet in His love [making no mention of your past sins],

He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.


Zephaniah 3:17Tree of Life Version (TLV) 
17  
Adonai your God is in your midst—

    a mighty Savior!

He will delight over you with joy.

He will quiet you with His love.

He will dance for joy over you with singing.”

                


    


   





