
 

 

                           “The Jesus We Thought We Knew” 
 
* Think about the Jesus you were taught about in Sunday School. 
* The Jesus who is from a culture we know little about. 
* The Jesus who is supposedly an exact representation of God. 
* The Jesus who often acted completely counter to culture. 
* The Jesus who often acted a little socially backward. 
* The Jesus who allowed others to kill Him and never retaliated. 
* If we act as though we have a “neat and tidy” Savior, we obviously  
   do not really know Him! 
 
I. Who is this Jesus of Nazareth? 
 
      A. Much has been said throughout history and a few are not worthy 
          of mention. 
 
          1. The Cuban government at one time distributed a painting of  
              Jesus with a carbine rifle slung over His shoulder as a  
              revolutionary! 
          2. During one of the many “religious wars” in France an Englishman  
              was said to have shouted, “The Pope may be French, but Jesus 
              is an Englishman.” 
          3. Jesus has even been portrayed as the husband of  
              Mary Magdalene. 
          4. He is also said to be a “Galilean Charismatic”, a “peasant Jewish 
              cynic”, an “anti-Pharisee Essene” or a “hallucinogenic leader 
              of the sacred mushroom cult”. 
          5. In todays world it has been said that if Jesus played football 
              He would be “the toughest guy on the team”. A real joke. 
 
      B. We can learn MUCH about the person of Jesus by what is not 
           said!! 
 
           1. The four men who wrote the Gospels left out 90% of His life! 
           2. There is no physical description of Jesus at all! 
           3. There are few details of His family life. 
 
                 



 

 

 
    John 21:25 (NIV) 
 
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the 
books that would be written. 
 
            4. Why is this???????? 
 
        C. Jesus’ own family had questions about Him!! 
 
             Mark 3:21 (NIV) 
 
21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for 
they said, “He is out of his mind.” 
 
(NLV) 
21 When His family heard of it, they went to take Him. They said, “He must 
be crazy.” 
 
(NLT) 
21 When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take him 
away. “He’s out of his mind,” they said. 
 
             1. Let’s be honest! Jesus would at times say some pretty  
                 outlandish things. Some crazy stuff! Acted in odd ways! 
             2. So much so that He felt it necessary to say this… 
 
                 Matthew 11:6 (NKJV) 
 
             And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” 
 
             3. Jesus in no way is described by the word normal! 
 
II.   Our greatest challenge seems to be: How do we reconcile the  
      divinity of Jesus with His raw humanity? 
 
      A. The Gospels were written many years after the events of 



 

 

           the life of Christ!  
 
            
           1. Mathew as written approximately 40-50 A.D. 
           2. Mark…………………………………60 A.D. 
           3. Luke………………………………….60 A.D. 
           4. John was the last to be written around 90 A.D. 
           5. Paul’s letters, the Epistles, were sent around 50 A.D. 
 
       B. Some things fade from a crisp memory, some things are 
           romanticized and some are considered unimportant 
           after a while! 
 
           1. Regardless of all of this we must trust what God says, 
 
               2 Timothy 3:16-17(NIV) 
 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.     
 
          2. Remember, we see Jesus in the context of a foreign culture 
               in a distant time and have trouble applying Him to our lives!! 
 
           3. That MUST be understood and accepted if we are going to  
               see Jesus as He really is!! 
 
       C. It’s challenging when we try to understand Him from our  
           modern western life! 
 
           1. Jesus spoke little to nothing about Roman occupation and 
               oppression!! Didn’t He care??? 
           2. He urged obedience to the Mosaic law while having the  
               reputation of constantly breaking it!! And it seemed so!! 
           3. He was often moved with compassion for a stranger, yet 
               openly rebuke a close friend!! 
 
               Matthew 6:23 (NIV) 



 

 

 
23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. 
If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!      
 
          4. One day miracles flowed freely and the next……nothing! 
 
        D. How is it that the Church has polished and sanitized the  
             person of Jesus Christ???? 
 
             1. Jesus was divine yet fully human! 
             2. He was a Jew from Galilee. 
             3. He had a name, a family and friends! 
             4. In some ways He was just like us! 
 
                 Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
 
 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. 
 
III.   The Birth of the One Who always excited!! 
 
       John 1:1-5 (NIV) 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
1 John 1:1-2 (NIV) 
 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 
  



 

 

       A. Several years ago there was a T.V. show called “Thirtysomething”. 
           In the show there was a conversation between two people…… 
 
           Hope, a christian, was arguing with her Jewish husband, Micheal. 
           
           “ Why do you bother with Hanukkah? Do you really believe a  
            handful of Jews held off a huge army by using a bunch of lamps 
            that miraculously wouldn’t run out of oil?” Michael responded,  
            “ Do you really believe an angel appeared to a teenaged girl 
            who then got pregnant without ever having sex and traveled 
             on horseback to Bethlehem where she spent the night in a barn? 
             And the baby born in a barn turned out to be the Savior of the 
             world?” 
 
             1. Did Mary ever question what the angel said to her as her baby  
                 begin to kick? 
             2. Did Joseph second guess himself concerning what was told 
                 to him in a dream? 
             3. We know nothing about Jesus’ grandparents. I’m sure there 
                 was much questioned and said from the family about  
                 Mary’s situation! 
             4. Can you actually think of the possibility that in our present  
                 culture Mary could have been encouraged to have an 
                 abortion? 
 
         B. Simeon said………….. 
 
              Luke 2:22-32  (VOICE) 
 
22 After Mary had observed the ceremonial days of postpartum 
purification required by Mosaic law, she and Joseph brought Jesus to the 
temple in Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord. 23 They were fulfilling the 
Lord’s requirement that “every firstborn Israelite male will be dedicated to 
the Eternal One as holy.” 24 They also offered the sacrifice required by the 
law of the Lord, “two turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25 While fulfilling these sacred obligations at the temple, they encountered 
a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was a just and pious man, 
anticipating the liberation of Israel from her troubles. He was a man in 



 

 

touch with the Holy Spirit. 26 The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Anointed One. 27 The 
Spirit had led him to the temple that day, and there he saw the child Jesus 
in the arms of His parents, who were fulfilling their sacred obligations. 
28 Simeon took Jesus into his arms and blessed God. 
 
 Simeon says: Now, Lord and King, You can let me, Your humble servant, 
die in peace. 
    You promised me that I would see with my own eyes 
        what I’m seeing now: Your freedom, 
    Raised up in the presence of all peoples.  
    He is the light who reveals Your message to the other nations, 
        and He is the shining glory of Your covenant people, Israel. 
 
              1. What is this freedom? 
 
                  Romans 6:22 (NIV) 
 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of 
God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
 
              2. What is this message? 
 
                  Romans 8: (NIV) 
 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
              3. The point is rebirth, renewal and restoration!! 
 
                  Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV) 
 
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and  
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that 



 

 

comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to 
know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
          C. Do we really understand why He came? 


