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IV. The culture and environment of Jesus entering the world! 
 
    A. The different cultural mindsets can be seen when you look closer!! 
 
         1. Jesus’ cry from the cross, “My God, My God, why have You  
             forsaken Me?” 
         2. Gentiles see this as a profound moment of struggle between 
             Father and Son! 
         3. Jews see this as yet another death of another Jewish victim! 
         4. Since this Psalms (22:2) was very well understood in the Jewish 
             community, I’m sure it was quoted by many victims of Roman 
             punishment!! It was not unique with Jesus! 
 
     B. The rise of many “messiahs” happened before, during and after 
          the time of Jesus. It was a time of “great revolt” of the  
          Roman Empire. 
 
          1. One such “messiah” was called “The Egyptian”. He attracted  
              thousands and lived in the wilderness areas “preaching”. He was 
              stating that the “walls of Jerusalem would fall”. The Roman  
              governor sent troops to handle the situation and killed 4,000 
              of his followers. 
          2. Now, remember the story of another “prophet” who spent time in  
              the wilderness as well. An unsightly fellow who dressed in animal 
              skins like some barbarian! His message was, “I am not the 
              Messiah”! We know him as John the Baptist. 
          3. The common message found within these various methods and  
              messages were, “God will one day set up His Kingdom in the  
              earth!” 
          4. I’m sure Isaiah 64:1-2 was often quoted as a motto! 
 
              Isaiah 64:1-2  (NIV) 
 



 

 

1 Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains would tremble before you 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and 
causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to your 
enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! 
 
         5. Think about it: When Jesus came, mountains didn’t tremble 
             and nations didn’t quake! He simply did not satisfy the Jew’s 
             lavish imagination of the coming of God’s kingdom! Question: 
             Does He satisfy yours? 
 
V. Jesus’ way is a little different!! Let’s look at The Temptation of Christ.      
 
    A. Isn’t it interesting to realize that all the details of the Temptation of 
        Christ must have come from Jesus Himself!  
 
         Luke 4:1-13 (NIV) 
 
4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 
nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to 
become bread.”  4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone.”  5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an 
instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you 
all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”  8 Jesus 
answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.”  
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down 
from here. 10 For it is written:  “‘He will command his angels concerning 
you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that 
you will not strike your foot against a stone.”  12 Jesus answered, “It is 
said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”  13 When the devil had 
finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
         
        1. Obviously, this is what He thought was important for us to know  
            about this encounter with satan! He must have thought it would  
            benefit! 



 

 

        2. Consider this: Where is the “evil” in these temptations?  
        3. Satan tempted Jesus with “turn the stones to bread” but yet Jesus 
            multiplies bread by the thousands later on. What’s evil about that? 
        4. The British poet Gerald Manley Hopkins says the temptation was a  
            sort of “get acquainted session” between Jesus and satan. 
        5. In summary: it seems that the temptations were merely asking  
            Jesus to prove Himself!      
        6. The same thing happens at the cross as well!! “If you are the Son 
            of God, save yourself! God is constantly being asked to prove 
            Himself to us! 
 
    B. As we consider The Temptation of Christ we MUST realize this is 
        the context of Him being “the exact representation of God!” 
 
        Hebrews 1:1-3 (NIV) 
 
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  
 
         1. What is God like? 
         2. What would the Messiah look like? 
         3. The “people’s messiah” could turn stones to bread! 
         4. The “Torah’s messiah” could survive a leap from the temple’s 
             pinnacle! 
         5. The “kingly messiah” could rule over Israel and the world! 
         6. BUT………Jesus presented Himself as the “suffering messiah!” 
         7. Once, Peter was rebuked for not seeing this aspect of Messiah! 
 
            Matthew 16:21-23 (NIV) 
 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on 
the third day be raised to life.  22 Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”  



 

 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 
merely human concerns.” 
 
     C. The Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoevsky, in his book “ The Brothers 
          Karamazov”, written in 1880, used analogy to express his thoughts 
          about The Temptation of Christ! 
 
          1. During the sixteenth century in Spain, at the height of the  
              Inquisition, someone resemble Christ appears in the streets. 
              People immediately recognize Who He is and flock to Him. 
              Concerned, an old Cardinal orders guards to arrest Him! 
          2. I want to read this to you: 
 
              “That night He received a visitor. The Grand Inquisitor enters 
                the darkened cell and begins a severe reprimand of Christ 
                for appearing again and hindering the work of the church. The 
                Grand Inquisitor explains to Christ that, because of His rejection 
                of the three temptations, He has placed an intolerable burden 
                of freedom upon man. The church, however, is now correcting 
                His errors and aiding man by removing their awful burden of 
                freedom.” 
             
            3. The Inquisitor goes on to say: 
 
                 “If Christ had accepted the bread, man would have been given 
                  security instead of a freedom of choice, and if Christ had 
                  performed a miracle and had cast Himself down from the  
                  pinnacle, man would have been given something miraculous  
                  to worship. The nature of man, insist the Inquisitor, is to seek 
                  the miraculous. Finally, Christ should have accepted the  
                  power offered Him by the devil. Because He did not, the  
                  church has now had to assume such power for the benefit of 
                  man. And since Christ’s death, the church has been forced to  
                  correct such errors made by man. Now, at last mankind  
                  willingly submits its freedom to the church in exchange for 
                  happiness and security.” 
 



 

 

          D. The Temptation of Christ reveals the profound difference 
between 
               God’s power and satan’s power!! 
 
               1. Satan’s power is to coerce, dazzle, force obedience and  
                   to ultimately destroy. 
               2. God’s power is simply the presentation of freedom that  
                   was once destroyed! Freedom to choose and freedom to  
                   worship!! 
              3. Thomas Merton once said, “God is not a Nazi. The Master of 
                  the universe would become its victim. Powerless before a  
                  squad of soldiers in a garden. God made Himself weak for 
                  one purpose: to let human beings choose freely for themselves 
                  what to do with Him.” 
              4. Phillip Yancy wrote, “My faith suffers from too much freedom. 
                  Too many temptations to disbelieve. At times I want God to 
                  overwhelm me, to overcome my doubts with certainty, to give 
                  final proof of His existence.” 
              5. Jesus constantly showed respect for human freedom. He loved  
                  people in their freedom to choose. He chose rather to  
                  respectfully draw people. 
              6. Jesus is truly our “go between, our mediator. He reflects God 
                  while identifying with Man! 
 
                  1 Timothy 2:5 (NIV) 
 
5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the 
man Christ Jesus.  
 
                 Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. 
         
 
               
                   
 


