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* The environment of the American Church has changed over the last 242 
   years!!! 
 
* At the founding of America, the standards of the Church and secular  
   society was very similar. The Church was able to function and express  
   faith without “standing out” too much from the rest of society. 
 
* Since we shared a similar Christian heritage the Church enjoyed an “ease” in living 

life, having values shared with all and uniformity in life 
   in general! 
 
* This is somewhat unique in America and NOT what the Church of Jesus  
   Christ experiences around the world!  
 
* We STILL enjoy this freedom to a large degree!!! With the “melting pot”  
   of America; however, did come a very diverse society where the beliefs 
   and values of MANY began to be expressed. 
 
* I believe that some of the “extreme expressions” we see today is simply 
   some in the Body of Christ not knowing how to live in an environment       
   where their beliefs and values are questioned. We simply DO NOT know 
   how to exist without “ease and tranquility”!!! Some use the phrase 
   “Post-Christian society”.  
 
I. Let’s learn from Jesus’ letter to the Church in Smyrna!                                  
 
      A. Smyrna was located where present-day Izmir, Turkey is today. 
 
           1. Much like Ephesus, Smyrna was a prosperous port city on the  
              western cost of present day Turkey, directly across the      
              Mediterranean Sea from Rome. A strategic port in the Roman  
              Empire. Known for its beauty and architecture. Exported myrrh!  
              Thus, the name S-myr-na. 
            2. The Jews had an agreement with the Romans that exempted  
                them from having to say, “Caesar was God.” 
            3. Thus, the Christians were persecuted from both sides; Rome  
                and the Jews!! 
            4. The Church in Smyrna was founded by Paul. 



 

 

            5. In 600 B.C. Smyrna destroyed in conquest and left as a tiny  
                village. 
            6. Alexander the Great had a vision to rebuild it back to its 
                original spender and status as one of the great cities of  
                the Roman Empire. 
            7. Folklore used the phrase “from death to resurrection!!” 
             
         B. Christians were slandered and blamed for every problem of  
             society. From both Jews and Romans. 
 
             1. One accusation was the “sexual orgies” they were said to  
                 during their worship gatherings and fellowship times! 
 
                Jude 12 (NIV) …………at your love feasts 
 
                 Acts 2:46 (NIV) 
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts. 
 
             2. Christians were also called cannibalistic. 
 
                   1 Corinthians 11:24-25 (NIV) 
24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
             3. They called each other “brother and sister”! They had forsaken 
                 their families and had begun to live “cult like lives.” 
 
             4. The Christians in Smyrna were a despised subculture!!! 
 
 Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV) 
8 “To the angel (or messenger) of the church in Smyrna write: 
These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life 
again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the 
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not but are a synagogue of Satan. 
10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of 
you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.  11 Whoever has ears, 
let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be 
hurt at all by the second death. 
 
II. Jesus identifies Himself as One who died but returned to life again!! 



 

 

 
    A. Surely the Church in Smyrna would have identified greatly with this 
        analogy!  
 
        1. So it is with us: We die to self and are resurrected to new life in 
            Christ!  
 
             Galatians 2:20  (NIV) 
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me. 
 
             Ephesians 2:1-5 (NIV) 
2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.  
           2. Then Jesus told the Church in Smyrna, “I know your affliction!” 
           3. We must always remember that in the Christian faith…… 
               we are never left alone in our troubles!! 
               
               Hebrews 4:15 (NIV) 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 
 
                Hebrews 13:5 (NIV) 
5 “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you!” 
 
           4. Jesus explains that there is another “wave of persecution” that  
               would last for “10 days.” 
           5. That is ancient language for “a while.” A time for their faith to  
               be tested!     
            
      B. Smyrna’s most famous martyr was Polykarp. 
 
           1. Polykarp was a disciple of John and became the Bishop of  
               Smyrna in the 2nd century. 
           2. He had a dream where “his pillow caught fire”. He told the church 
               that he thought this was a warning from the Lord of his death of  
               being burned at the stake. This did happen on Feb. 23, 155 A.D. 



 

 

           3. When the proconsul came to arrest him: 
                
               a) He had a meal prepared for them 
               b) The guards almost refused to arrest him but did for fear of their  
                   own lives 
               c) He was told, “Simply renounce your faith, deny Christ as God 
                   and Lord, and you can live in peace.” 
               d) Polykarp replied: 
                   “I have served my Lord for 80 and 6 years. He has been  
                     faithful to me, how can I now deny Him?” 
                e) They tried to tie him to the stake and burn his alive. He said, 
                    “You have no need to tie or nail me to the stake. I will submit.” 
                g) History says that a whirlwind blew the flames away from him. 
          
     C. During his ministry in Smyrna, Polykarp wrote a letter to the  
               Philippian Church exhorting them to follow the way of Paul’s 
               teaching and to be encouraged!! 
 
III. Jesus ends His message to Smyrna by telling them to not focus too 
     much on the temporal but rather on the eternal!! 
 
    A. Paul told the Corinthian Church this! 
 
           II Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV) 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal. 
 
          1. I am convinced that much of our response to life and its issues 
              would radically change if we were not so “temporal minded!” 
          2. Much of our priorities would change. 
          3. Much of the stewardship of our resources would change. 
          4. Paul even mentioned this to Colossee! 
 
              Colossians 3:2 (NIV) 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things 
 
      B. You may say, “Well Jimmy, what does this look like? How do I live  
           this out?” 
 
           1. That question is very telling of our condition as Christians! 
           2. We want a “formula.” 



 

 

           3. It’s easier if someone just “tells us what to do!” 
           4. We must remember that our redemption is about relationship!! 
           5. We are sons of God!! We have a Heavenly Father! Not a list 
               of rules!! 
           6. He has chosen to express Himself to us in spiritual words 
               of Scripture.  
           7. But never forget: HE IS THE WORD MADE FLESH!!!!! 


