
Neglect and Defilement 

• Some of the summary themes of the book of Hebrews are: 
-The superiority of Christ  
- He is better than angels because they worship Him. 
-He is better than Moses, because He created Moses 
-He is better than the Aaronic Priesthood because -His 
sacrifice was “once and for all.”  
-He is better than the law because He mediates a “better 
covenant”. 

• The writer explains that there is more gained in Christ, than 
was lost in Judaism. 

I. A look at our glorious salvation! (Hebrews 1:1-4)  

1  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in 
time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
2  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the worlds; 
3  who being the brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word 
of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4  having become so much better than the angels, as He has 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 

A. How God has now chosen to interact with His creation. 

1. Through His Son-First hand relationship, not second 
hand communication. 

2. He is heir of all things – He has all authority. 
3. He made the worlds or ages – He knows everything 

about everything. 
4. He is the glory and image of God – He perfectly 

represents our Creator Father. 



5. Upholds all things – He is our very existence. 
6. Word of His power – He governs by an act of His 

will! 
7. He sat down – He, this person just described, is the 

originator and security of our salvation! 

B. This salvation is SO awesome; we must pay close attention 
to it! (Heb. 2:1) 

         Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the 
things we have heard, lest we drift away. 

1. If we don’t we can “drift away”. 
2. Never loose the awesomeness of your redemption! 
3. The awesomeness of our redemption can be seen in 

the desperation of our fallen condition! (Rom. 2:1-5) 

1  Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever 
you are who judge, for in whatever you judge 
another you condemn yourself; for you who judge 
practice the same things. 
2  But we know that the judgment of God is 
according to truth against those who practice such 
things. 
3  And do you think this, O man, you who judge 
those practicing such things, and doing the same, 
that you will escape the judgment of God? 
4  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, 
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 
5  But in accordance with your hardness and your 
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for 
yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God, 

4. The revelation of this salvation. (Romans 3: 21-26) 



21  But now the righteousness of God apart from 
the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law 
and the Prophets, 
22  even the righteousness of God, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For 
there is no difference; 
23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 
24  being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God 
had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 
26  to demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

II. We must not NEGLECT what we have received! (Heb. 2:1-4) 

1  Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the 
things we have heard, lest we drift away. 
2  For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
reward, 
3  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 
4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, 
with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
according to His own will? 

A. The word “neglect” here means: to be careless and make 
light of. 



1. Let’s not “make light” of this salvation! 
2. This is what we “used to be”!! (Eph. 2:1-7) 

1  And you He made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins, 
2  in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience, 
3  among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, just as the others. 
4  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, 
5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), 
6  and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7  that in the ages to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 

3. This is AWESOME! 

B. It is even confirmed by God’s supernatural involvement in 
His creation! (Heb. 2:4) 

4  God also bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will? 



C. Let’s be careful that we don’t “contaminate” our faith! 
(Heb. 12:15) 

15  looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace 
of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 
trouble, and by this many become defiled; 

1. “Defile”: To stain with another color 
2. Titus 1:15-16 – To many, this sounds harsh. Have we 

moved so far from normal, that normal looks radical? 

15  To the pure all things are pure, but to those 
who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; 
but even their mind and conscience are defiled. 
16  They profess to know God, but in works they 
deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and 
disqualified for every good work. 


