
 

 

Life by Design 
The Bride Coming Forth 

 
• The Bride of Christ: The ultimate goal of creation. 

 
                     Hosea 2:16 (NIV) 
 
16 “In that day,” declares the Lord, “you will call me ‘my husband’; 
you will no longer call me ‘my master. 

 
• The wedding supper of the Lamb and eternal marriage of the Bride was 

the joy! 
 
                     Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
 
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

 
I. Jesus’ public ministry ends with the explanation of the Kingdom of God 

as a WEDDING!  
 
                Matthew 22:1-4 (NIV) 

 
1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to 
those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused 
to come.  4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 

 
 

A. The marriage/relationship has been ARRANGED! 
      PREPARED!! (See verse 2) 

 
   1. God spoke of this in the Garden! 
 
                Genesis 3:14-15 (NIV) 
 

14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!  You will crawl on your 
belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.  15 And I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” 



 

 

 
   2. Prophecy continues… 
 
                Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) 
 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. 
 
                            3.           God’s motive of love is the removing of all 
                                          hinderances between me and Him!! 
 
                      Romans 16:20 (NIV) 
 
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus be with you. 

 
 
B. The POWER of this love is seen in the “gift” of choice! 
 
Matthew 22:3 (NIV) 
 

3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them 
to come, but they refused to come. 
 1. The preparations have been made, but genuine love 
                                           of choice has been extended! 
 2. The REAL issue is that the world simply doesn’t see 
                                           Him for who He is. 
 
                     2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (NIV) 

 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 
light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
 

3. It is very difficult for people to accept that things are 
“ready”. They are accepted and invited to the Lord’s 
Table! 

 
 
II.  The theme of Jesus’ love: His Wedding! 
 
  A. There are hindrances to this Bridal love. 
 
   1. The Pharisee: The political issues 



 

 

       
                 
 
 

                    Matthew 22:15-22 
 

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They 
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 
attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay 
the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?”  18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, 
said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used 
for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose 
image is this? And whose inscription?”  21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God 
what is God’s.”  22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him 
and went away 

 
    a. Live life and address the issues! 
    b. But…render to God what is His…you! 

c. Don’t become distracted like “Martha”. 
d.       Don’t allow yourself to be trapped into 
          always viewing issues politically!!!!! 

 
2. The Sadducee: The theological issues 

                   
                      Matthew 22:23-33 

 
23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him 
with a question. 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without 
having children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. 
25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, 
and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing 
happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 
27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she 
be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?”  29 Jesus replied, “You 
are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At 
the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be 
like the angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you 
not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 
33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.  

 



 

 

a. Don’t major on the specifics or the “answers”, 
major on “The Answer” and how much He 
loves you! 

b. Debate and conversation has its place but 
keep it there! In their place!  

                      Titus 3:9 (NIV) 
 

But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels 
about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless. 
 

c. Remember; don’t become distracted like 
“Martha”. 

 
3. The Scribes: The social issues  
 

                      Matthew 22: 34-36 
 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 
35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

 
a. Remember that your faith is a relationship, not 

a moral compass. 
b. Everything that I do is from my love for God! 
c. My passion for the Lord will even change how I 

interact with my world! 
 

B. The “First Commandment” is called that because it is 
foundational to everything else! LOVE THE LORD 

 
                     Matthew 22:37 (NIV) 
 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ 


