
Guarding Your Heart 

• Why did Jesus say this in Matt. 19:23? 
•   

"Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 

• We must all set a guard over the garden of our hearts! 

• The blessings of God can be destructive if we are not guarding 
our hearts. 

I. The seduction of resources!  
              
               Mark 4:19 

19  "and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, 
and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful. 

A. The word for “deceitfulness” is the Greek word “apate” 
which means deceptive and seducing.  

                   I Timothy 6:9, 10, 17 

9  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition. 
10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 
17  Command those who are rich in this present age not 
to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the 
living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 



1. In other words, we must understand the place of 
resources in our lives. 

2. We must understand what they are for and not for. 
3. How do we acquire resources? 

B. In a museum in Deadwood, South Dakota – “I lost my gun, 
I lost my horse. I am out of food and the Indians are after 
me. But, I’ve got all the gold I can carry.” 

1. Solomon brings light to this in Proverbs 30:8; 19:4; 
14:20; 18:11; 11:4 

8  Remove falsehood and lies far from me; Give me 
neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food 
allotted to me; 
4  Wealth makes many friends, But the poor is 
separated from his friend. 
20  The poor man is hated even by his own 
neighbor, But the rich has many friends. 
11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, And like 
a high wall in his own esteem. 
4  Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But 
righteousness delivers from death. 

2. We should never think riches are the problem. The 
problem is guarding our hearts! 

C. Jesus summarizes the issue!  
                     
                   Luke 12:13-21 

13  Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 
14  But He said to him, "Man, who made Me a judge or 
an arbitrator over you?" 



15  And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses." 
16  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The 
ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 
17  "And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I 
do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 
18  "So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns 
and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and 
my goods. 
19  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, 
and be merry."' 
20  "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will 
be required of you; then whose will those things be which 
you have provided?' 
21  "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich toward God." 

1. He said, “Guard your heart” against covetousness. 
2. Jesus is our primary reward – not His gifts, His 

ministry, His blessings…but Him personally! 
3. To pursue anything but Jesus is to destine yourself to 

disappointment and hurt!  

                             Numbers 18:20 

20  Then the LORD said to Aaron: "You shall have 
no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any 
portion among them; I am your portion and your 
inheritance among the children of Israel. 

II. Again this issue is NOT the wealth or resources, but rather the 
deceitfulness of them!  

               



               Deut. 25:4 

4  "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. 

I Corinthians 9:9-11 

9  For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out the grain." Is it oxen God is 
concerned about? 
10  Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our 
sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should 
plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be 
partaker of his hope. 
11  If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great 
thing if we reap your material things? 

I Timothy 5:18 

18  For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox while 
it treads out the grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of his 
wages." 

A. This deceitfulness causes luke-warm-ness!  

                    Revelation 3:14-18 

14  "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans 
write, 'These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True 
Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 
15  "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. 
I could wish you were cold or hot. 
16  "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
17  "Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, 
and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked; 



18  "I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, 
that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may 
be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you 
may see. 

B. Ways to prevent this from happening to us! 

1. Admit greed 
2. Pursue God (Draw near to God, James 4:8) 
3. Embrace a “fasted lifestyle”. 

                             I Timothy 6:6-8 

6  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 
7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out. 
8  And having food and clothing, with these we shall 
be content. 

4. Practice generosity!  

                             Matt. 6:19-20 

19  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal; 
20  "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.  

                              



                   5.      Let the Love of God rule your heart!!!!!! 

                            Romans 5:5 

5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love 
of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. 


