
 

 

Dynamics of Spiritual Maturity: 
Living in Community 

 
* Let’s be honest; being a Christian and living in community is difficult! 
* Being Christ-like while living in solitude is much easier. 
* The problem is, our faith isn’t private! It is always seen and meant to be lived in 

community with others! 
*  “The Body of Christ” or the “Ecclesia” is just that...a gathering of believers living in 

community! 
* Yes, the problem is…when you invite Jesus into your life, He brings His friends with 

Him! (Cartoon) 
 
I. Paul seems to constantly deal with the struggles of a faith community much more 

than he does individual spirituality!!! 
 
      A. He begins his letter to the Corinthians with… 
 
          1. We are together called to be saints. 
          2. We have received gifts to minister to one another. 
          3. He says sectarianism and division is sin! 
          4. He said, “I come with one message: The unified life we have with  
              God and one another because of the cross of Jesus!” 
          5. He explains that this is learned and lived only by the Holy Spirit. 
          6. Paul spends much time and effort explaining that this is a spiritual 
              principle and is only available by being Spirit empowered! 
 
     B. Paul’s very next statement is about Corinth’s immature condition! 
          He calls them “babes in Christ!” 
 
  1 Corinthians 3:1-4 (NIV) 
1 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as 
people who are still worldly - mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for 
you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For 
since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not 
acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 
 
          1. He called them “worldly!” 
          2. He said they were “babes in Christ!” 
          3. All because…there was jealousy and quarreling!! 
 
      C. Over and over again Paul makes it abundantly clear that HOW 
           we deal with each other in community reveals our spiritual maturity! 
 



 

 

    
  Ephesians 5:1-2, 21 (NIV) 
1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of 
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.   
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
             1. How we deal with each other and treat each other is a  
                 direct reflection of our reverence for Christ!! 
             2. Notice how many times throughout scripture we see the word 
                 “one another!” 
             3. It is actually said in the New Testament 59 times!!!!! 
 
                 a) “…be at peace with each other.” -Mark 9:50 
                 b) “…love one another.” -John 13:34 
                 c) “…be devoted to one another in brotherly love.” 
                  -Romans 12:10 
                 d) “…live in harmony with one another.” -Romans 12:16 
                 e) “…stop passing judgement on one another.” 
                  -Romans 14:13 
                 f) “…have equal concern for one another.” -I Corinthians 12:25 
                 g) “…serve one another in love.” -Galatians 5:13 
                 h) “…be patient, bearing with one another in love.”  
                  -Ephesians 4:2 
                 i) “…in humility, consider others better than yourselves.” 
                  -Philippians 2:3 
                 j) “…bear with one another.” -Colossians 3:13 
                 k) “…encourage one another.” -I Thessalonians 4:18 
                 l) “…spur one another toward love and good deeds.” 
                  -Hebrews 10:24 
                 m) “…don’t grumble against one another.” -James 5:9 
                 n) “…live in harmony with one another.” -I Peter 3:8 
             4. Mutual submission is the only way to live in diversity in 
                 a healthy and godly way!!! 
 
II.  Observing the “birthing” of the Early Church and how they lived out their faith 
     together is one of the ways we define our Christian faith!! 
 
    A. While the Early Church was infant in maturity, this is obvious as we           
         observe the many letters written to them as instruction, we can at  
         understand the dynamics of living in community together!!  
 
         1. We are quick to cite the practices of the Church in Acts until 
             it goes against our Western Individualism!! 



 

 

         2. We will talk more about this later in this series, but we MUST 
             accept our cultural influence on our faith and how we practice it. 
         3. We in America are firmly individualist and independent in  
             every aspect! Even in the practice of our Christian Faith! 
         4. What we observe within scripture is a faith meant to be lived  
             out in community and within a group!! 
         5. Remember all the “one another scriptures?” 
         6. How is that possible except if a “one another” is around???? 
 
    B. Let’s look at one example from the book of Acts! 
 
  Acts 4:32-35 (NIV) 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace 
was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. 
For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money 
from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who 
had need. 
 
         1. So, does this mean that we all need to sell all we have and live in  
             communal setting? 
         2. Or, is this the attitude of the Early Church as they lived in  
             community and shared the gospel to those around them? 
         3. Notice that they still had “their possessions!” 
         4. The point to notice here is the “sharing of resources.” 
         5. The “trust of relationships.” 
         6. The realization that we can “do more together” than as  
             individuals!! 
 
     C. This is just one example of mutual trust, submission, and humility that is  
          absolutely essential in the Body of Christ! 
 
          1. This speaks to uniting together under leadership and vision. 
          2. This is an example of what Paul said to Ephesus! We are “US!” 
 
   Ephesians 5:21 (NIV)  
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
          3. Everything flows from the level of our relationship to Christ! 
          4. By the way...I didn’t write this stuff! 
 
      D. Inspired by the Spirit, Paul covers all relationships of community: 
 



 

 

          1. Elders and Shepherds. 
 
               
 
 
  1 Peter 5:2  (NIV) 
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them - not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing 
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 
 
         2. Members of a local fellowship. 
 
  Hebrews 13:17 (NIV) 
17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep 
watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 
 
         3. Mutual honor, respect, trust and loving submission to one another 
             is what the Kingdom of God is all about! It’s God’s way, and the  
             only successful way to live in a community of faith together!!!! 
                                                                                       
          
 


