
                                                        CREED
                               ( Rediscovering the Foundation of Our Faith )

……..I believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting…….

* Remember the purpose of creeds throughout the history of our faith was
   for the purpose of refocusing on the elements of our Christian faith!
* This began with the Jerusalem Council in 50 A.D. as the Christian faith
   spread and included various cultures and people groups.
*  This “refocusing” has continued throughout history as finite man has
    grappled with faith in an infinite God!!
* In the 1,600’s Peter Meiderlin, a Lutheran theologian, said, 
   “ In essentials, unity; 
                                   in nonessentials, liberty;
                                                                        and in all things, charity.”

I. The last phrase of our study considers what happens when we die?

      A. Is there life after death?  Is there something more? What will be
           our existence? What is true and how do we know it?

           1. The short answer to all of these questions is:

               2 Corinthians 5:8

 Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these 
earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord.


           2. The Lord has much to say about the life after this life!

           3. A study of scripture reveals a picture of what we can expect!!

           4. We still must except that this is still shrouded in mystery! 

      B. The earliest human burials date back thousands of years and are

           found in almost every culture on earth.


           1. In the Holy Land, in a location called Qafzeh, near Nazareth, and 

               on the side of Mt. Carmel, a burial ground was uncovered.

           




           2. They discovered jewelry, tools and other treasures believed

               to prepare the dead for the “afterlife”.

           3. Many believe that these practices reflect a belief of the earliest 

               humans in life after death.

           4. Nearly every ancient culture had some ritual for marking death.

           5. Most all held a hope that the human existence didn’t end  
               with death.

           6. We see this most vividly in Egyptian culture as they seemed to 

               write about it the most and keep the best records.

               

       C. The ancient Hebrews didn’t speak a lot about the afterlife but they

            did speak of a place they called sheol, or the realm of the dead.


            1. Toward the end of the Old Testament we see the understanding

                of life after death expanding!

            2. When Jesus shows up, He blows the lid off and reveals the heart

                of the Heavenly Father concerning our eternal relationship!!!

            3. Jesus is called the First Fruit! 

                I Corinthians 15:3-6, 16-23 

                3 I passed on to you what was most important and what had 
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures 
said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, 
just as the Scriptures said. 5 He was seen by Peter and then by the 
Twelve. 6 After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.16 And if there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty 
of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 
19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied 
than anyone in the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the 
dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. 21 So you see, 
just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection 
from the dead has begun through another man. 22 Just as everyone dies 
because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be 
given new life. 23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was 
raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be 
raised when he comes back.




          D. Paul goes further with his explanation in his second letter to

               the Corinthian church.


               2 Corinthians 5:1-3


5 For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, 
when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, 
an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. 
2 We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our 
heavenly bodies like new clothing. 3 For we will put on heavenly bodies; 
we will not be spirits without bodies.


II. The return of Christ is emphatic! It is sure! It is promised!!


    A. Jesus makes some pretty outlandish statements to His disciples!


        John 11:25-26


25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes 
in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes 
in me will never ever die.


       John 14:19


19 Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, 
you also will live.


        1. The return of Christ is settled! The problem is many of us tend

             to think we have it all figured out.

        2. Even when many continue to be wrong!!!!!!!!!!!

        3. The problem is that most of us are intent on leaving when the Lord

            is intent on coming!! 

        4. We will do well when we stop concentrating on an event and 

            concentrate more on a relationship with a Person.


    B. Our Heavenly Father’s promise to us can be found in Isaiah 25:6-8:


         




Isaiah 25:6-8 ( Notice: NIV version )


On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare

    a feast of rich food for all peoples,

a banquet of aged wine—

    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 

On this mountain he will destroy

    the shroud that enfolds all peoples,

the sheet that covers all nations;

    he will swallow up death forever.

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears

    from all faces;

he will remove his people’s disgrace

    from all the earth.

The Lord has spoken.


        C. Rather than being overly analytical about what is said about

             life after death or the return of the Lord, let’s be thankful for what 

             we do know!! 


             1. We will be with the Lord forever and ever and ever and ever…..

             2. We will be forever discovering this awesome salvation that

                 is provided to us by an INFINITE GOD!

             

                 Revelation 21:3-5 ( New International Version )


3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death’[a] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.”

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”


