
                                         CREATED FOR HIS PLEASURE

                                                  Revelation 4:11 

“You are worthy, O Lord our God,

    to receive glory and honor and power.

For you created all things,

    and they exist because you created what you pleased.”


* The key to real and lasting happiness is found when we seek not to  
be happy, but rather we seek to please the Lord.

* We are created for His pleasure! 
* When we seek to fulfill His pleasure, He fulfills ours!

I. We should always look for God’s smile of approval in our lives! 

        Philippians 2:12-13

12 Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. 
And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the 
results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 
13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to 
do what pleases him.


      A. Some interesting thoughts before we proceed:

           1. The Greek word use for pleased in Revelation 4:11 is thelema.
           2. Some scholars say this word thelma refers to: something 
               strongly desired, willed for or longed for.
           3. One person I read after says, “ Thelma is will, not to be confused 
               with demand, but as an expression or inclination of pleasure
               towards that which is liked, that which pleases and creates joy.”
           4. Someone else said, “Thelema even signifies hearts desire.
           5. Kenneth Wuest distinguishes thelma from boule. 
           6. He says “boule is based on reason while thelma is based on 
               emotion.”
           7. The point here is simply that God got excited about you!!!



      B. Don’t confuse God’s purpose for your life with His plan for your life!

           1. Not realizing the difference will lead to frustration!
           2. His purpose is Christ likeness!

                                              Ephesians 1:5-9

               . 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by 
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, 
and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the glorious grace 
he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.[b] 7 He is so rich in 
kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his 
Son and forgave our sins. 8 He has showered his kindness on us, along 
with all wisdom and understanding.
9 God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which 
is to fulfill his own good plan.


           3. When your purpose is firm, he can then worked unhindered and 
               reveal His plan!! His will for your life.

                                                Proverbs 3:5-6   
  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart;

    do not depend on your own understanding.

6  
Seek his will in all you do,

    and he will show you which path to take.


           4. We must never forget that He is the potter and we are the clay!
                                                   

       C. God’s greatest pleasure is to reveal His Son to us!!

                                                  



                                               Galatians 1:15-16

15 But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by 
his marvelous grace. Then it pleased him 16 to reveal his Son to 
me.


           1. He does this because of His great love for us!
           2. He knows the only true is for us to be who He created us to be!
           3. God’s will for your life is not because you are most useful to God
               doing a particular thing, but rather because it is what is best for 
               YOU!!!
           4. God is intent on fulfilling, blessing and completing you!!

II.    Believe it or not, you are the center of God’s universe! You are part
       of the reason for God’s redemption plan!! God likes you! He desires
       you!!

        A. God’s redemption plan began at the Fall!!

                                                 Genesis 3:8-9

8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife 
heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord 
God among the trees. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are 
you?”


             1. God longs for fellowship! He walked with Adam! We are created 
                  for His pleasure!!
             2. When God asked, “Where are you Adam?”, he was desiring 
                 Adam to recognize that he was cut off from fellowship.

       
       B.  God told Moses to build a tabernacle so He could dwell with His
            people!!



                                               Exodus 25:8
                                           
8 “Have the people of Israel build me a holy sanctuary so I can 
live among them.


            1. This tabernacle allowed limited access to God’s presence!

                                               Hebrews 9:8-9

8 By these regulations the Holy Spirit revealed that the entrance to the 
Most Holy Place was not freely open as long as the Tabernacle and the 
system it represented were still in use.

9 This is an illustration pointing to the present time.


            2. This was a place of fellowship between God and His creation!
            3. At the “fullness of time” God sent Jesus to restore  fellowship
                with God once again. 

                                                 Hebrews 9:11-12

11 So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good things that 
have come. He has entered that greater, more perfect Tabernacle in 
heaven, which was not made by human hands and is not part of this 
created world. 12 With his own blood—not the blood of goats and calves
—he entered the Most Holy Place once for all time and secured our 
redemption forever.


            4. This was the next step in God’s redemption plan!

       C. Notice the depth of intimacy we can experience now that we have 
            relationship with God through Christ!!

                                                 John 10:14-15

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 
15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life 
for the sheep.




            1. He is the Good Shepherd!
            2. We can know Him even as the Father! How awesome is this??

         D. Jesus responds to a heart full of love for Him!!

                                                 John 20:15-17

15 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you 
looking for?”

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.”

16 “Mary!” Jesus said.

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for 
“Teacher”).

17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the 
Father. But go find my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”


             1. Notice that Jesus interrupts His ascension to respond to Mary!
             2. He says, “Stop clinging, I have not yet ascended.”
             3. The next time we see Jesus He says, “Touch me.”

 
       


