
Magnolia Mid-Week 

 

OUR PRAYERS 

Eric Behel - (home) 

Hollis Butler - (health issues) 

Lillian McAnally (Rhonda Jones & Brenda Smith’s mom - ECM) 

Becky Soler (upcoming foot surgery) 

November 15, 2017 

Kevin & Rose Sambrook will be our special guest 

on  Sunday, December 3 at 9:30 a.m.  They will stay 

and be a part of our Magnolia Christmas that evening. 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, November 19, 6:00 pm 

First Christian Church 

Please make plans to be a part of our special service 

this Sunday, November 19 at 9:30 am, as we celebrate 

our past and present and look forward to the future.   

Prayerfully consider your part in the special  

Thanksgiving offering we will receive.  We are excited 

about God's plans for our Magnolia family.  

PATHWAYS TO PRAYER - Saturday, November 18, 

11:00 am - Learn the history of 13 Houses of Worship in 

Downtown Florence during a one-hour trolley tour  

guided by Lee Freeman.  Call 256-4141 for more info. 

REMINDER:  There will be no 

Wednesday evening service on  

November 22. 



by Billy Ray Warren 

IT STARTS ON A WEDNESDAY 

Yes, a diaper giveaway actually occurs on a Saturday morning, but preparations begin on a Wednesday afternoon prior to the  

Saturday event.  Take last week as an example.  At least 15 members of Magnolia’s family gathered in late afternoon in the  

downstairs fellowship hall on Wednesday to assemble bundles of diapers.  (Each bundle contains up to 70 diapers.)  Having  

accomplished this task many times before, the group worked quickly and methodically, completing the project in record time and 

arranging the big room in a way that would make the Saturday morning giveaway move lovingly and efficiently. 

Then the big day arrived!  Approximately 30 volunteers - most from the Magnolia family, but a few from other places - appeared 

early to set the stage for the 9:00 a.m. opening.  Some of the volunteers distributed numbered tickets to the recipients, some 

checked the numbers as people moved through the line, some distributed the bundles of diapers, etc.  There was definitely a job 

for everyone. 

At the end of the morning, 210 families went home with bundles of diapers and baby wipes; one of the largest number ever served 

in one day through this vitally important ministry.  It was generally agreed that this giveaway’s publicity through Facebook probably 

accounted for the increase in the number of families who came on this particular Saturday. 

A ministry that has now gained national attention has the very youngest of our city’s population as its targeted group.  Knowing 

from Scripture how Jesus regarded the little ones, we are more than confident that He looks upon Magnolia’s efforts with great 

satisfaction.  And we extend words of praise to everyone who is involved in any way whatsoever! 

IN PRAISE OF LEE 

You probably read the article in the Times-Daily on Monday, November 13, regarding the impressive ceremony that was held the 

day before.  This event centered on the placement of a marker in Sheffield’s Oakwood Cemetery to commemorate 101 people who 

worked on the construction of Wilson Dam and the nearby nitrate plant.  The names of all 101 are recorded on the marker.  During 

that era of local history, many workers from other countries died as the result of the influenza pandemic and were buried in mass 

graves without their bodies identified.  So, it’s a noble gesture on the part of the local World War I commemorative group to install 

this marker as the first step in honoring those who played such an important role in the war effort.  Magnolia’s own Lee Freeman, a 

member of the group and a member of the Board of Directors of Heritage Preservation, Inc., was one of the speakers at this event.  

We are proud of our brother, and we thank him for his many contributions to the promotion of our cultural heritage in the Shoals 

area. 

 

NURSERY SCHEDULE  
November 19    Clara Shannon and Linda Greenhill 
November 26    Cindy Hackworth and Bonnie Starkey  
 
Contact Brandi VanDyke if you would like to volunteer to be added to 
the schedule to keep the nursery. 

 

Our Family 

Magnolia will host Room In The Inn  

Wednesday, November 22. 


